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RReessoouurr ccee  UUppddaattee  

7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔȟ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒȟ ÍÁÎÁÇÉÎÇ ÅÒÏÓÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 

improving our quality of life in urban and rural areas.  Forests are also important to the economy of Wisconsin, 

not only in the form of wood 

products, but also for recreation 

and tourism.  The primary and 

secondary wood products 

industry is one of the five largest 

employers in the state and puts 

Wisconsin first in the nation in 

the production of fine paper, 

sanitary paper products, 

ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÆÕÒÎÉÔÕre, and 

millwork. The value of shipment 

of these products is about $20 

billion.  Forest and water 

resources in Wisconsin are a 

primary tourism attraction for 

both residents and visitors.  The 

ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ 

ecosystems supports a great diversity of wildlife species, while recreational use of the forests continues to 

grow and expand.   

 

The area of forest land in Wisconsin has been steadily increasing in recent decades and currently stands at 

approximately 16 million acres, 

representing over 46 percent of 

the total land area. The state 

now has the most forest land 

that it has had at any time since 

the first forest inventory in 

ρωσφȢ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÒÅ 

predominately hardwoods, with 

81% of the total timberland 

area classified as hardwood 

forest types (Figure 1). The 

primary hardwood forest types 

in the state are maple-

basswood, at 28% of all 

timberland, oak-hickory at 

22% of total acreage, and 

aspen-birch which covers 21% of 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÔÉÍÂÅÒÌÁÎÄ ÁÒÅÁȢ #ÏÎÉÆÅÒ ÔÙÐÅÓȟ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÒÅÄȟ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÁÃË ÐÉÎÅÓ 

and spruce-fir , represent about 19% of the timberland.  In addition, our forests are becoming middle-aged 

(Figure 2) with less acreage in young and very old stands and a sharp increase in stands 60 to 100 years old. 

   

Figure 1.  Thousand acres of timberland by forest type group, 1996 and 2006 (FIA data USDA 
Forest Service). 

Figure 2.  Thousand acres of timberland by stand age class 1983, 1996 and 2006 (FIA data USDA 
Forest Service). 
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EExxoott ii ccss  

EEmmeerr aalldd  AAsshh  BBoorr eerr   ɀɀ  AAggrr ii lluuss  ppllaanniippeennnniiss  

Status of Distribution  

After five years of surveying for the Emerald Ash Borer 

(EAB), this insect was confirmed as being present in 

northwest Ozaukee and northeast Washington counties 

in August, 2008 (Figure 3).  A combination of trapping, 

an alert landowner and observant DNR and Department 

of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 

staff lead to these finds.  A third confirmation occurred in 

November in the Silver Lake area, Kenosha County.  The 

Kenosha County find includes two infested trees that 

were purchased from a nursery in northern Illinois and 

planted in August at a private residence.  The trees have 

been removed and shipped back to Illinois.  Emergence 

of adults from these two trees after arrival in Wisconsin 

was unlikely due to the late summer planting.  A survey 

of the area surrounding the Kenosha County find revealed no additional infested trees.  Nationwide, several 

new locations of EAB significantly expanded the area of known distribution (Figure 4 , next page).  In addition 

ÔÏ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÉÎÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ new finds most notable to the MÉÄ×ÅÓÔ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ 

Upper Peninsula (Keweenaw, Houghton, Delta and Schoolcraft counties) and northeastern Illinois, 20 miles 

ÆÒÏÍ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÂÏÒÄÅÒȢ  

Ozaukee and Washington County Infestations  

An ongoing delimitation survey including communities within a ten-mile radius of Newburg was conducted 

by DATCP, and has identified additional suspect trees that will be revisited for further examination through 

December, 2008.  Infested trees that have been confirmed positive due to the presence of larvae are located in 

&ÉÒÅÍÁÎȭÓ ÐÁÒË ÉÎ Ôhe Village of Newburg and in a six-acre privately-owned woodland approximately 1.5 

miles east of Newburg (Figure 5).  Some of the infested trees are along the banks of the Milwaukee River.  The 

ÏÒÉÇÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅÄȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ψȱ ÉÎ 

diameter and show signs of woodpecker activity, bark splits and galleries (Figure 5).   

Figure 3.  Location of known EAB infestations and 
quarantined counties, August 2008 (DNR). 

Figure 5.    Left:  Dead and declining ash in EAB infested area of Ozaukee County (M. Guthmiller).    Middle:  Ash trees in EAB infested park in 
the Village of Newburg, Washington County (J.Roe).    Right: Larval galleries of EAB in infested woodland of Ozaukee County (M.Guthmiller).  

Emerald Ash Borer in 

Wisconsin August 7, 2008  


