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Paper birch

Betula papyrifera

The volume of paper birchhas decreasedsignificantlysince 183. This is a
result of both natural succession and increased mortalitiie numbers of
seedlings and saplings have also decreased suggds@bgpaper birch
will play a less prominent role in the future.

In the last 23 yeargyrowth rates havedecreasedand are currently negative
(mortality exceeds growth). Paper birch has thehighest ratio of
mortality to growth and the lowest ratio of groth to volume of all
species in the state Whereas paper birchmakes up about % of all
volumeof trees in Wisconsirit accounts for 8o of total mortality

Paper birch an important timber species acountsfor 7% of roundwood
productandis mainly usedor pulpwood

1 How has thepaper birchresource changed?
Growing stock v olume and diameter class distribution: 1983, 1996, and 200 6

1 Wheredoes paper birch grow in Wisconsin
Growing stock volume by region with map

1 How fast ispaper birchgrowing?
Average annual net growth by region and year : 1983, 1996, and 200 6

1 How healthy ipaper birchin Wisconsir?
Average annual mortality by region and year : 1983, 1996, and 2006

1 How muchpaper birchdo we harvest?
Roundwood product ion by product : 1997, 2002, and 2007

1 How much igaper birchselling for?
Prices for cordwood and sawtimber: 2000 to present




oOHow has the paper birch
Growing stock volume and diameter class distribution by year

Growing stock volume of paper birct
The growing stock volumeof paper birchin 2006 was about 65 g pap
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million cft or about 3% of total statewide volume. This represen
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decrease of 38% since 1983 and 22% since 1996. ’

Volume in growing stock trees is decreasing in all size classes. -
number of trees is alsdecreasing dramaticl. Polesized trees
have decreased in number by almost 30% since 18&dlingand
saplingshave decreased as well, suggesting that the future,
paper birch will @y a less prominent role in the forests of the stat i
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Source: USDA Forest Inventory @mhlysiglata 1983, 1996, and006

Percentage change in tree numbers:
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Percentage change in the number of live treedrbe size class between 1996 and 2006
Source: USDA Forest Inventory @mhlysiddata: 1983, 1996, and006
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Growing stock volume (trees over 5 inches dbh) in million cubic feet in 1983, 1996, and 2006.
Source: USDA Forest Inventory @mhlysigata: 1983, 1996, an2006




0 Wh edoegpaper birchlgrow in Wisconsif? 0

Growing stock volume by region with map

The largest volume of paper birch, 70%, is locatec

northern Wisconsin with lesser amounts in tt
southwestand central parts of the state.

Growing stock volume (million cft) by species and region of the state.

Species Central NO'th  North

South  South
east west

cast west o
Paper Birch 72 198 260 36 86 651
Percent of total 11% 30% 40% 5% 13% 100%

Source USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory/famalysis2006 data




