
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ 

Resources  

 (Ï× ÈÁÖÅ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȩ 
Acreage by stand age class, forest type and size class  

 What are the major species and how have they changed? 
Volume by major species: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

 Who owns our forests?  
Timberland ownership by group 

 What types of forests do we have? 
Acreage and map of timberland by forest type 

 How much wood do we have? 
Growing stock volume: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

 How fast are our forests growing? 
Average annual net growth: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

 How healthy are our forests? 
Average annual mortality: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

 How much wood do we harvest?  
Average annual removals: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

 

Acreage in timberland in Wisconsin is increasing and currently stands at 16 million 

acres. These forests are becoming middle-aged with major increases in stands 60 

to 100 years old.  Most forestland is privately owned and located in northern and 

central parts of the state.   

Volume is increasing and is currently over 20 billion cubic ft.  The species with the 

highest volume are red oaks, aspen and soft maple.  Growth rates are increasing 

but mortality and removals have remained static for the last 10 years.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òHow have Wisconsinõs forests changed?ó 

Acreage by stand age class, forest type and size class 

 

There are approximately 16 million acres of timberland in Wisconsin in 2006.  This is an increase of 1.3 million acres since 1983 and 341 

thousand acres since 1996.   

About ¾ of all timberland is classified as either maple basswood, oak-hickory or aspen-birch forest type. In the last 10 years, the acreage in 

these 3 types has decreased and the number of acres in red, white, and jack pines, bottomland hardwoods, spruce fir and oak-pine has 

increased. 
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Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 2006 data 
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WƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ middle-aged 

with fewer acres in the very youngest and 

very oldest age classes. In 1983, 21% of 

acreage was less than 20 years old but, this 

decreased to only 10% in 2006. 

Area in sawtimber has increased by about 1.5 

million acres from 1983 to 2006 and acreage 

in seedling/sapling stands has decreased 

slightly. 

Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 2006 data 

Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 2006 data 



 

  

òWhat are the major species and how have they changed?ó 

Growing stock volume by major species 

 

The greatest volume of any major species in 2006 is in the red oak group (northern red oak, black oak, northern pin oak).  Volume in this 

group has increased 25% since 1983.  The second highest volume is in aspen but volume here has declined 10% in the last 23 years.   

The greatest percentage volume gains in the last 23 years have been in white pine (132%), red pine (91%), soft maple (89%), ash (61%), 

and the white oak group (60%, white oak, bur oak, swamp white oak). 

 

 

 

The greatest percentage 

volume losses in the last 

23 years have been in 

jack pine (45%), paper 

birch (38%), balsam fir 

(27%), and aspen (10%).   

Elm volume decreased 

between 1983 and 1996, 

but has made a 

comeback since 1996.   
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Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 1983, 1996, and 2006 data 
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òWho owns Wisconsinõs forests?ó 

Timberland ownership by group 

About one third of WisŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ timberland is owned by the public: federal, state, county, 

and municipal governments.  Over half is owned by private individuals and 10% by other 

private entities.  

Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 2006 data 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWhat types of forests do we have?ó 

Acreage and map of ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ timberland by forest type 

WƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

parts of the state. Pine and oak-pine predominate in the sandy soils 

of central, northwest and northeast Wisconsin.  Oak-hickory forest 

type occurs mostly in the southwest and central parts of the state.  

Aspen-birch, maple-basswood and spruce fir are primarily northern 

forest types.  Bottomland hardwoods are distributed throughout 

the state in low-lying areas. 

Source: WISCLAND land cover, Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources, 1998 

Acres (1000) of timberland by major forest type and region of the state  

Forest type group 
North 
west 

North 
east 

Central 
South 
west 

South 
east 

Total 

Maple basswood 482 1,397 1,759 315 509 4,462 

Oak-hickory 1,071 278 618 330 1,111 3,407 

Aspen-birch 406 1,065 1,575 66 123 3,237 

White, red and jack pine 525 445 413 50 69 1,502 

Bottomland hardwoods 275 216 405 233 208 1,337 

Spruce fir 116 607 533 73 6 1,336 

Oak-pine 249 145 134 16 26 570 

Minor types* 33 43 52 25 39 191 

Grand Total 3,177 4,195 5,470 1,123 2,076 16,042 

 
*  Includes nonstocked land, exotic hardwoods and exotic softwoods. 
Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory & Analysis 2006 data 


