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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Geneva Lake area, with its 5,262 acre world class lake, was a center for genteel
recreation in southern Wisconsin as early as the late 1800’s. Recreational pressure steadily
increased, and by the middle 20th century it became clear that the last large parcels of
undeveloped shoreline would quickly disappear. Big Foot Beach State Park was established
in 1949 by the Wisconsin Conservation Commission to preserve a small part of the shoreline
for public use.

Big Foot Beach State Park currently comprises 271.46 acres including about one-quarter mile
of frontage on Geneva Lake with 900 linear feet of beach. The property has a 7.1 acre
lagoon (Ceylon Lagoon), picnic areas, a 100 unit campground and 5.5 miles of trails. The
park has been managed for intensive day use recreation, swimming, picnicking and camping
(Figure 1.) Because of its proximity to the Chicago area, non-resident use is high,
comprising about 75 percent.

This planning effort was prompted by the following issues: 1. the relocation of State
Highway 120 proposed for the year 2001-- running through the western part of the park
between Geneva Lake and Ceylon Lagoon (Figure 1), 2. a local proposal to develop public
boat access to Geneva Lake from the park, 3. and a Lake Geneva School District request to
acquire or lease land within the park. Additionally, it has been 23 years since the
Department last addressed park master planning on this property. The last plan was prepared
in 1973.

The plan proposes to redevelop the park to improve internal vehicle circulation by relocating
the park entrance to the east of the property off of County Highway H (Figure 2). The park
is presently accessed from State Highway 120 at the west end of the property near the lake.

The second major proposal is the development of a new boat launch facility on the south end
-of Ceylon Lagoon with 100 car/trailer parking set back from the lagoon. This plan
recommends the construction of a navigable channel connecting Geneva Lake to Ceylon
Lagoon with a double box culvert allowing passage of power boats up to 20 feet in length.
The plan further proposes minor improvements to the existing 100 unit campground. These
improvements include electrification of 25 sites, and an improved water distribution system.
Swimming beach improvements to widen the beach area are also proposed and could include
the addition of sand and wave barriers. A technical engineering and environmental study of
the swimming beach area will be needed before improvements could be made.

Vegetation of the park will be managed to emphasize aesthetics and native plant
communities. Major efforts will be made to control exotic plant species and promote water
quality by management of wetlands south of the park. Some intensively used areas will be

managed in non-native community landscapes to accommodate high levels of recreational use
(Figure 3).



The plan proposes to add 111 acres of land or easements to the existing project goal of
324.16 acres, for a total acreage goal of 435.16 (Figure 4). The additions include 2 parcels.
The first parcel is a 1 acre conservation -easement area north of the park that includes the
northern tip of the Ceylon Lagoon. The easement is desirable for the long-term recreational
and environmental management of the lagoon. The second parcel is an area of 110 acres of
wetlands to the south. The wetlands were added to provide a demonstration of wetlands
management techniques and to improve water quality in Geneva Lake.

Water quality questions were raised regarding Buttons Bay Creek through the public review
process. Department water programs will investigate the situation.

The total cost of the proposed development is $3.7 million. Acquisition costs associated with
the additions to the project boundary are estimated at $132,000. Estimated annual tax
payment to local government will be $4,060. The Department currently operates the park
with a base level of funding. The proposed additional costs of operation are projected at only
$8,300 per year.

This document was prepared with the assistance from the 10 member Citizen Advisory
Committee, other interested parties of the public and Department staff.



II. GOAL STATEMENT AND OBJECTIVES
GOAL
Continue to manage and develop Big Foot Beach State Park as a state recreational park with
an emphasis on waterfront recreation on Geneva Lake. Preserve the aesthetic and natural
values of the land.
OBJECTIVES
o Continue day-use recreation, picnicking and swimming.
o Develop new public boat access to Geneva Lake from the lagoon.
o Continue to provide 100 campsites at modest fees.
° Provide trail-related recreational activities.

o Manage vegetation to encourage native plant and animal communities.

o Establish a demonstration program of nutrient management in the wetlands that drain to
Geneva Lake.

o Establish interpretive program.



ITII. MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PLANS

A. Project Boundary :

This plan proposes an expansion of the current project boundary by 111 acres. This
expansion will be accomplished through a combination of easements and fee acquisition.
(Figure 4).

A conservation easement of 1 acre is proposed that would include the northern tip of Ceylon
Lagoon on an adjoining youth camp. The easement is contingent upon negotiations with the
property owner. The easement would be limited to protection of the shoreline and allow
park rules (Code NR 45, Administrative Rules) enforcement of boating regulations that are
needed to manage the lagoon from a recreational and environmental perspective.

The proposed easement would not include public access to the lagoon and the youth camp
would retain its rights to utilize the easement area for its camp programs. The youth camp is
currently a compatible land use buffering the park from development. Should the ownership
of the youth camp change, the natural resource values of that northern part of the lagoon
could be lost to development and conflicting recreational use.

The second proposed expansion includes 110 acres of wetlands along the southern edge of
the park’s existing project boundary. The proposed expansion will have several desirable
consequences: protect water quality in Geneva Lake, buffer the park from development and
disturbance, preserve views to the south, and allow some limited trail-related recreation.

Moreover, the 110 acres of wetland warrant inclusion because it represents an opportunity to
demonstrate ways to control nutrient runoff and improve water quality. This wetland feeds
into a small seasonal stream, Buttons Bay Creek, that discharges into Geneva Lake
contributing high levels of nutrient during heavy run off periods. The wetland is dominated
by reed canary grass, an exotic, nutrient rich species.

This wetland could be secured through fee acquisition or management easements to meet the
plan’s main management objectives. Fee acquisition might be needed if recreational trails
were developed on these parcels.

The Department’s land acquisition policy is on a willing seller basis and is contingent on the
availability of funds.

B. Developments

The park will be managed to provide the following recreational activities: tent and trailer
camping, picnicking, swimming, and boat launch access to Geneva Lake. Trail-related
activities include hiking/nature trail, on road biking, cross-country skiing, and limited
snowmobiling.



1. Road System
The plan proposes a major redevelopment of facilities within the park to accommodate
relocation of State Highway 120; improve access and circulation to campgrounds, day-use
areas, and the service area; make improvements to swimming beach and campgrounds; and
develop a new boat launch that would provide navigable access to Geneva Lake.

This proposal includes a new park entrance from the east to accommodate the relocation of
State Highway 120. It will provide a single, controlled vehicle access site for the park. This
entrance should reduce vehicle traffic conflicts near the beach/lakefront located on the west
end of the park. A new two-way park road would be developed with public contact area,
connector road to the service area, campgrounds, day-use area and boat launch area. Several
portions of existing internal roads would be abandoned and replanted to blend with natural
surroundings (Figure 2). :

2. Boat Launch, Navigable Channel, Pedestrian Underpass
The new boat launch facility, which adds 4 ramps and 2 boarding piers, will be constructed
on the south end of Ceylon Lagoon with 100 car/boat trailer parking set back from the
lakefront. The launch area will include 4 car/boat trailer sites that will meet the requirements
of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

It’s important to note that because camping is offered in the park, a portion of the boat
launch parking and the campgrounds may be utilized by campers for long-term boat storage.
This could reduce, perhaps by 25 percent, the boat launch parking stalls available for daily
users and reduce the turnover potential of the launch facility. In conjunction with local
governments, the Department will develop a long-term public boat access management plan
for Geneva Lake.

This proposal includes a navigable channel, 4 feet deep, and a double box culvert (12 feet X
12 feet each) to accommodate powered fishing type boats up to 20 feet in length. Eighty-
nine percent of boats entering Geneva Lake are 20 feet or less in length, according to a
recent study by the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency. This double box culvert would
allow cars to pass overhead. The size and type of watercraft that could use the navigational
channel and box culverts would be limited to car-top boats/canoes, trailered powerboats and
small sailboats with retractable keels and stepped masts. The proposed navigable channel also
includes the placement of an additional (8 feet X 8 feet) box culvert pedestrian underpass.
The underpass will provide a safer alternative for pedestrians crossing the road.

Park rules would be established that will restrict operation, size and type of water craft.
These rules will reflect the specific design limitations of the culverts and navigation channel,
and help prevent environmental damage.

To protect the navigable channel/culverts from westerly storms, a combination of a
breakwater/fishing pier with a few slips for small boats will be constructed at the mouth of



the channel. The boat slips would allow small boats to tie up and rigup equipment after
passing through the box culvert.

The culverts should be long enough to accommodate a bike shoulder on the roadway. The
current roadway, State Highway 120, will be discontinued as a state highway and designated
a local road; a change in designation to take effect after 2001. Reduced traffic volume on
this road will provide a safer beach and waterfront environment than presently exists.

This plan proposes no additional separate boat launch fees. Instead, persons interested in
launching a boat would pay for a daily park admission or purchase the annual park entrance
sticker in accordance with the park’s vehicle fee structure. Under the current fee structure
residents would pay $5.00 for a daily launch or $18.00 annually; non-residents would pay
$7.00, or $25.00 annually. This boat launch fee policy would keep daily launch fees slightly
below neighboring launch fee costs and would be adjusted periodically when statewide park
entrance fees are adjusted.

It is estimated that increased park use and revenue generated by the boat launch will offset
increased operational costs created by the boat launch. Some additional costs are anticipated,
increased staffing for supervision of boat launch on busy weekends and long-term building
maintenance associated with a fish cleaning station. With current levels of state park road
aids funding, the park should be able to meet costs associated with road and parking lot
maintenance.

The Department will promulgate administrative rules (NR 45) to prohibit the general
beaching of water craft along the lagoon shoreline except at designated locations. This will
be done to protect the lagoon’s shoreline from damage by overuse.

3. Swimming Beach
The beach area could be enhanced by the addition of a sand blanket, a small breakwater and
groins to retain sand and build the beach. A detailed engineering and environmental study
will be prepared to evaluate other solutions balancing recreational benefits with
environmental impacts. Existing fencing along the waterfront road will be maintained to
concentrate pedestrian traffic providing a safer crossing from the park to the beach.

4. Camping

The existing campground will be maintained in its current location. The facility is designed
to accommodate 67 trailer/campers. A separate campground loop can accommodate 33 tent
campsites. Campers are allowed to stay in the park for a maximum of 21 days in a 4-week
period. Only modest improvements are proposed for the campgrounds, more water outlets,
25 electric sites for the trailer campgrounds, and minor road adjustments to better separate
the two types of camping. Wisconsin statutes limit electrification of the state park system.
Consequently, 25 electrical service sites must be removed from other locations in the state
park system, so there is no net increase.



5. Picnicking
The day use parking area would be displaced by the boat launch facilities. However, a new
picnic area parking lot for 95 cars, including sites for people with disabilities, will be
constructed to the east to provide access to the upland picnic area. Overall, there would be
no reduction of picnic area parking. However, the boat launch parking and ramps would
displace picnicking use from the south part of the lagoon to an upland site east of the boat
launch parking.

6. Projected Park Development Costs
Construction Projects
New entrance road system, contact area

498,700

$

Road abandonment of existing park roads $ 46,900
Campground redevelopment $ 31,900
Picnic area parking lot $ 65,700
Boat launch and parking 100 car/trailer $ 668,500
Beach improvement $ 44,200%*
Breakwater/fishing access $ 280,800
Boat channel and double culverts, road $ 557,600
Pedestrian Underpass $ 76,000
Aquatic weed control in lagoon $ 3,000

Total Construction Project Costs (1996) $2,273,200
Unknown factors (10%) $ 227,300
Mobilization (2%) $ 46,500
Contingencies (10%) $ 227,300
Engineering (10%) $ 227.300

Subtotal (1996) : $2,899,300
Inflation delay est. 5 yrs. at 4% @ $ 627,500

Total Projected Development Costs (2001) $3,700,000**

* Beach improvements will require a technical study, estimated at an additional $20,000.
** See detailed rough cost estimate in addenda. Figures are rounded.

C. Vegetation Management

Most of the land will be managed to protect the aesthetic qualities of the park and provide a
diversity of native habitats that include: oak savanna, southern hardwoods, bottomland forest,
and prairie. To accommodate intensive recreation, non-native plant communities, including
old field grassland type, scattered landscape trees and lawns will be maintained. (Figure 3).



1.  Prairie
True prairie restoration is suggested in only a small area of the park due to the intense
management that must occur before, during and after a restoration. This would involve
buying seed from a local source, preparing the ground properly and managing by fire or
mowing.

2. Savanna/Scattered Trees
Savanna restorations should occur in areas that already have scattered trees, picnic areas,
campgrounds and lawn areas. These areas are already mowed and would only involve some
planting or transplanting of native species in low-traffic areas.

3.  Conifer/Hardwoods
In the area adjacent to the campgrounds and Badger High School, it is suggested that
additional pines, spruces and hardwoods be planted for screening. The planting of these
species would link the oak forest areas and provide cover for wildlife.

4. Grassland
The grassland area south of the proposed park road should be managed be mowing or
burning. An occasional direct seeding of some prairie species would be beneficial.

5. Bottomland Forest
Bottomland forest areas will be managed to control exotic plant species. Hand cutting of
exotic shrubs understory will be the main management objective.

6. Woodland Southern Hardwoods
The oak/hickory woodland area needs to be managed for invasive species through prescribed
burning.

7. Exotic Vegetation Management
Some areas of the park need to be intensively managed for exotic species such as
honeysuckle, garlic mustard and reed canary grass. A combination of hand labor, chemical
application, burning and mowing is recommended. Often this management technique is
species specific. Without this management several exotic species will invade the entire park
and crowd out native communities.

8. Lagoon Aquatic Plants
It is recommended that native wetland vegetation be planted around the lagoon for
demonstration purposes as well as shoreline erosion control. It is further recommended that
after eradication of the exotic species Eurasian milfoil from the lagoon that management
efforts encourage the revegetation of the bottom of the lagoon to inhibit suspension of soft
bottom material. Mechanical harvesting, it is suggested, should be done in waters deeper
than 6 feet.



D. Land Classification

By state park system standards, Big Foot Beach is a relatively small property and is
surrounded by highly developed residential neighborhoods. The park’s historical use has been
intensive outdoor recreation, swimming, day use picnicking and camping. With the addition
of a major boat launch this pattern of recreational use will increase.

It is proposed that the entire property be classified as a type 4 recreational use setting, in
accordance with the Department’s master planning, management and recreational use
classification system. The objective of this setting is to provide and designate areas offering
opportunities for intensive recreational use activities and experience. Recreational facilities
provide a relatively high level of user comfort, convenience and environmental protection.
The sights and sounds of human activity are common. Recreational uses are mixed and may
be highly diverse with well developed road and trail systems.

E. Aesthetic Management

The Department’s objective is to maintain the aesthetic quality of the park to the maximum
extent possible. This objective is met here through vegetative management, and locating the
new park entrance at the southeastern corner of the property consistent with minimizing
impacts of roads and parking lots. Locating launch facilities on the lagoon out of the view
shed of the main body of Geneva Lake is also a reflection of the policy to protect aesthetic
quality.

Approximately 90 percent of the property will remain in natural condition under this plan
proposal. Abandoned internal park roads will be regraded to natural contours and replanted
to blend with surroundings.

F.  Fisheries

The park lagoon and shoreline of the park are popular fishing spots. Additionally, the
lagoon has been used in the Department’s Urban Fishing Program involving frequent
stocking of trout in the spring and fall, and a youth fishing instructional program. It is
anticipated that the Youth Fishing Program will continue to utilize the park after the lagoon
is connected to the lake. The Department will evaluate the new use patterns for the lagoon
and make a determination if the Youth Fishing Program and boat launch facilities can co-
exist on the south end of the lagoon.

Connecting the lagoon to the lake could have a positive effect on the quality of fishing in the
lagoon. In addition, it could provide access to spawning habitat for warm water fish species
naturally found in Geneva Lake. Any regulation of fishery is accomplished through statewide
fishing programs.

G. Water Quality Protection

The plan will attempt to improve water quality protection by inclusion of the wetlands to the
south of the existing project boundary. Wetlands will be actively managed by burning to
convert to native community. This could reduce, but probably not eliminate, nutrient loading



from the wetland runoff, some of which has accumulated in low areas of the marsh through
historic agricultural practices.

Location of launch facilities in the lagoon will protect the main body of Geneva Lake from
small accidental oil and gas spills associated with launch use. The lagoon allows easy
containment and clean-up should spills occur.

Analysis of core samples taken in May, 1996 from several sites in Ceylon Lagoon sustain the
conclusion that the lagoon is comprised of aquatic sediments typically found in southeastern
Wisconsin. The primary area of concern in Ceylon Lagoon is the resuspension of soft
bottom material by the expected increase in boat traffic.

The presence of rooted aquatic weeds (macrophytes) and the fairly high proportion of clay on
the lagoon floor will function as a stabilizing force to sediment suspension. It is suggested
that boating traffic be managed to lessen suspension of soft sediment. To minimize
suspension of lagoon sediment the following is recommended:

1.  Boats not be allowed to “power load”, using the thrust of the motor in loading a
boat onto a trailer.

2.  Boats be kept away from the shoreline to the extent practical. This will result in
boats using areas that comprise deeper waters.

3. Implementing and enforcing a no wake speed.

4.  Following the proposed eradication of Eurasian milfoil from the lagoon,
management efforts should encourage the revegetation of the bottom of the lagoon with
native aquatic vegetation. No chemical treatment of rooted aquatic vegetation should be
allowed except to control exotic species. Mechanical harvesting of aquatic vegetation should
be done in deeper water (greater than 6 feet).

" To manage the lagoon from both a recreational and environmental standpoint the Department
will promulgate rules (NR 45) regarding limits on watercraft size and their operation within
the entire lagoon and navigation channel.

Additionally, questions have been raised during the public review process about the water
quality of Buttons Bay Creek. Department water programs will investigate the matter.

H. Interpretive Program

Currently, the park interpretation program consists of self-guided nature trails. The majority
of park users are from the metropolitan Chicago area. This is a highly urbanized population
and the need for interpretation is significant. There is an opportunity here to reach an
audience who might not otherwise learn about the environment.

This plan proposes to use Limited Term Employees, a naturalist, or local volunteers to
develop evening programs, children’s programs and guided hikes for park peak use times.
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Roving naturalist contacts with live animals and specimens would be the best way to pique
curiosity and develop interest in the naturalist programs.

Some additional non-personal interpretive devices which could be developed include a
butterfly garden, bird feeding station, composting station, recycling station, tree identification

and interpretation of the prairie restoration.

I.  Anticipated Increases in Capital Supplies and Operation Costs

Boat launch weekend supervision (LTE 14-week season) $ 2,000
Management of breakwater slips management $ 500
Environmental supplies $ 1,000
Hand held radio $ 800
Interpretive program $ 2,000
Vegetation management per year $2.000
Total new operational costs. $ 8,300
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IV. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. Regional History of the Area :

The Geneva Lake area is located in the -southeastern corner of Wisconsin in Walworth
County. The 6th largest natural lake in Wisconsin, Geneva Lake with its high, sloping banks
and clear waters was the magnet that attracted economic development of the area in the 19th
century. Frontage towns Fontana, Williams Bay, and the former Town of Lake Geneva were
all settled in 1836. As is typical of the wider Middle Western region, Native Americans
were forced to resettle to make room for white settlement and economic expansion. As is
also typical of the region the mere prospect of building a railroad line stimulated growth in
the area. A permanent railroad line was created in 1871 leading to the Village of Lake
Geneva. Lake Geneva subsequently became a city in 1886.

During the late 19th century the area became a fashionable resort and summering location, a
trend that was accelerated by the great Chicago fire of 1871. Many of the enormous summer
cottages and estates on Geneva Lake date from this period when wealthy Chicago families
who had lost their homes and businesses to the fire simply moved to the area while the city
was being restored.

Although the area is not the exclusive vacationing destination it once was, the area resources
that attracted past settlement remain intact due to dedicated, local preservation efforts.

B. Recreational Analysis of Geneva Lake Area

Big Foot Beach is a recreational facility located in an area that has long been a major
attraction as an exclusive summer retreat, and more recently as a tourist destination open to
public use. Many of the formerly large estates built on the shores have been subdivided into
smaller residential lots. Several youth camps and resorts are found in the lake region, and
numerous small towns in the vicinity of the park serve as local trading centers and
recreational bases.

Public boating access to Geneva Lake is presently available at the City of Lake Geneva

(19 spaces), the Village of Williams Bay (39 spaces), the Village of Fontana (52 spaces), and
the Town of Linn (26 spaces). At this time non-reserved car/trailer units number 139 spaces.
The City of Lake Geneva is expected to discontinue its boat launch facilities (19 spaces) in
the near future. In addition, the Village of Fontana could withdraw an additional 52 spaces
without notice. Other boat accesses at town and county sites are subject to Department
review.

Area recreational facilities include Bong Recreation Area 12 miles to the east, and Kettle
Moraine State Forest 25 miles to the north.

C. History of Big Foot Beach State Park

The earliest known human presence in the vicinity of Big Foot Beach State Park is evidenced
by a prehistoric Indian village site recorded in 1928. The large archeological site is located
southwest of the park. Not much is known about the site, but local knowledge refers to the
Potawatomi presence and a chief named Big Foot who lived on the shores of Geneva Lake.
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Local legend claims "Big Foot" was a nickname applied by a brother-in-law of the chief after
seeing the size of the chief’s tracks made on snow-covered ice on the lake. Today Big Foot’s
legend lives on in the name of the state park.

Even before the arrival of the railroad in 1871, Lake Geneva became a popular resort area as
its deep, clear waters attracted economically prominent families from Chicago who
established estates along the lake’s shores. Property that once belonged to the famous
Maytag family subsequently underwent several ownerships and attempts at residential
subdivision before being purchased in 1949 from Martin Fox for state park purposes. Much
of the 116 acres was used for farming. The property included Ceylon Lagoon, which
reportedly was enlarged to its present size by one of Maytag’s sons. Heavy park usage
prompted a second major acquisition of 182 acres of adjacent farmland in 1953 from

Marion Isbell of Chicago.

Creation of Big Foot Beach State Park returned a portion of Geneva Lake’s shores to general
public enjoyment. Today the park continues to serve the recreational needs of southern
Wisconsin and northern Illinois swimmers, boaters, picnickers and campers.

D. Current Park Operation

The park itself features the lake as its primary user attraction; therefore, much of the
function of the park is day-use picnicking, sunning, swimming, boating and fishing.
Numerous game fish are found in Geneva Lake, which holds a reputation for its fishing, both
in summer and winter. There is a 100 unit campground in the park. The park received about
161,500 day users and 16,500 campers in 1995.

The state park system is required by law to collect reasonable fees to defray usually half the
operational costs. The Department currently collects fees for vehicle entrance; for residents
$18.00 annually, $5.00 daily; and for non-residents $25.00 annually, $7.00 daily. Wisconsin
residents pay camping fees of $9.00/day on weekends, $7.00/weekdays; non- resident
$11.00/day on weekends and $9.00/weekdays.

It currently costs about $152,600 annually to operate Big Foot Beach State Park. The
property is staffed by 2 full-time and 8 limited-term employees for a 14-week season.

13



V. RESOURCE INVENTORIES

A. Land Forms, Geology and Hydrology

Big Foot Beach lies in the geographic area of Wisconsin called the "Eastern Ridges and
Lowlands". The primary bedrock near the surface is Niagara Limestone. In most places it is
overlain by a mantle of sand, gravel and clay glacial drift. The area is an extension of the
Kettle Moraine, a hilly terrain region, but its topographic features are less pronounced.

Ceylon Lagoon, a small artificial, warmwater pond, has an area of 7.1 acres with a
maximum depth of 12 feet on its south end. It is located on the west end of the park
separated from Geneva Lake by State Highway 120 and 50 feet of filled land. The shape of
the lagoon is said to resemble Geneva Lake although a close examination reveals only a
slight resemblance.

Geneva Lake was also formed by glacial activity. The lake lies in a pre-glacial valley filled
with 220 feet of glacial drift, material deposited by glaciers 10,000 years ago. Lake Como,
Lake Delavan and several other large lakes are located in the area.

Geneva Lake is approximately 7.75 miles long and averages a little over 1 mile in width. A
dam established in 1836 maintains a 10 foot head and forms an outlet that becomes the White
River flowing through the City of Lake Geneva. The lake has a volume of 320,984 acre feet
with a maximum depth of 135 feet. It is a deep, cold water (oligotrophic) lake with both a
cold and warmwater fishery. The lake has 20.2 miles of shoreline. Several municipalities
are located on the lakeshore. Only small surface streams drain into Geneva Lake. Most of
the water comes from groundwater sources.

B. Wetlands, Wildlife, Fisheries and Endangered Species

Wetlands are found in two general locations in the park. The area surrounding the lagoon
was historically wetland, much of it filled with materials from the lagoon. The land south of
the park is part of an extensive wetland complex in the region. A portion of the wetland
drains into a small intermittent creek flowing into Geneva Lake near the park beach.

Wildlife species found in the park are typical of the surrounding farm land and suburbs. (See
species list in addenda).

The fisheries of Ceylon Lagoon consist of warmwater species, such as bluegill, bass, and
bullhead. The lagoon is used as part of the Department urban fishing and fishing skills youth
program and is stocked with trout in the early season. This program provides some of the
earliest fishing opportunities in this part of the state.

Geneva Lake is the sixth largest lake in the state. It is managed for smallmouth and
largemouth bass, panfish, walleye, northern pike and cisco. Lake trout and brown trout are
present in low numbers. The lake receives heavy fishing pressure in the spring and winter,
moderate pressure in the summer and fall. The intermittent creek that passes through the
southwest corner of the park has several minnow species seasonally.

14



A check of the Department’s Threatened or Endangered Species List indicates there are no
known threatened or endangered species in the park area. However, the longear sunfish, a
state threatened species, is found in Geneva Lake.

C. Vegetation Resources

The park’s vegetation has been highly manipulated by past farming practices. The western
third of the park has old growth southern hardwood such as oak, hickory, and c