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Overview

Remediation and Redevelopment Program 
database and GIS application house the 
information on sites undergoing an 
investigation and environmental cleanup.

BRRTS – tracking system = database
RR Sites Map

GIS Registry of Closed Remediation Sites
Residual contamination
Land use controls



Remediation and Redevelopment
 Program Responsibilities

Ensure environmental cleanups take place 
under: 

Spills Law (s. 292.11, Wis. Stats.) and under
Includes most releases to environment 

Environmental Repair Law (s. 292.31 Wis. Stats.)
landfill releases



Program Responsibilities cont.

Promote redevelopment of abandoned or 
underused properties under ch. 292, Wis. 
Stats. by providing:

Technical assistance
Financial Assistance via loans and grants
Liability clarifications
Voluntary Party Liability Exemption (VPLE) 
reviews and release from future liability



Users and Uses of Information

Well Drillers  - well construction approvals
Municipal planners

Well head protection zones
Utility construction
Municipal water expansion

Consultants – info on nearby sites
Purchasers – info on specific properties
Government agencies - variety
Zoning administrators – land use controls



Information Sources

Bureau for Remediation and Redevelopment 
Tracking System (BRRTS)

BRRTS = our database on all properties
undergoing an investigation of a release, or 
conducting a cleanup

BRRTS on the WEB = BOTW
The database available to the public via the web
Searchable for easier use



Info Sources cont.

RR Sites Map

Locations of majority of cleanups 
Links to BOTW for site-specific status

Does not include locations of Spills
Sites cleaned up without extensive investigation



Info Sources cont.

GIS Registry of Closed Remediation Sites
Map of sites closed with residual soil and/or 
groundwater contamination

Sites may include multiple properties and ROWs
affected by residual contamination

Contains site-specific records in a PDF
the type, location and extent of residual contamination
land use control 
maintenance requirements



BOTW

Contains site-specific information on progress 
of cleanup
http://botw.dnr.state.wi.us/botw/Welcome.do
Can also use built-in search features

Basic Search
Advanced Search

http://botw.dnr.state.wi.us/botw/Welcome.do






Site Specific Information







GIS
 

Application

GIS Registry of Closed Remediation Sites
http://www.dnr.wi.gov/org/aw/rr/gis/index.htm

http://dnrmaps.wisconsin.gov/imf/imf.jsp?site
=brrts.gisregistry

http://www.dnr.wi.gov/org/aw/rr/gis/index.htm
http://dnrmaps.wisconsin.gov/imf/imf.jsp?site=brrts.gisregistry
http://dnrmaps.wisconsin.gov/imf/imf.jsp?site=brrts.gisregistry


GIS
 

Registry History -
 

1996

The rules were changed to allow sites to be 
closed with residual groundwater 
contamination in cases where natural 
attenuation would work on the contaminants 
to reduce the concentrations in groundwater 
over time. 
A “shrinking plume” and decreasing 
contaminant concentrations are required for 
closure approval. 



GIS
 

Registry History -
 

2001

November, 2001 – GIS Registry goes live
The original purpose was to replace the use 
of deed restrictions, called “groundwater use 
restrictions”, placed on properties closing with 
residual groundwater contamination.
With this change, the GIS Registry became a 
means of public notification regarding 
residual groundwater contamination.



GIS
 

Registry History -
 

2001

The deed restriction required that if a well 
was being constructed or reconstructed on a 
property with residual groundwater 
contamination, that the well driller would 
contact the DNR – Water Supply program 
staff to see if special well construction 
features would be needed.



GIS
 

Registry History -
 

2001

In November, 2001, the environmental cleanup rules 
(NR 700 series) were revised to require that any site 
closing with groundwater standards exceedances be 
added to the Department’s GIS Registry.  

A site includes all deeded properties and any rights-of-way 
affected by the contamination.

The GIS Registry was back-populated with all the 
sites that had closed with a groundwater use 
restriction.



GIS
 

Registry History -
 

2002

In August, 2002, the rules were again revised 
to include sites closed with residual soil 
contamination.  In some cases, these sites 
also had deed restrictions or deed notices 
applied to one or more properties.
The GIS Registry was NOT back-populated 
with sites with residual soil contamination or 
deed instruments.



GIS
 

Registry History 2006

On June 3, 2006, the use of deed restrictions 
for environmental cleanups was replaced with 
the use of conditions in the closure approval 
letters.  These conditions, under 292.12, Wis. 
Stats., run with the property.



GIS
 

Registry History –
 

2006+

The GIS Registry is now also the means of 
public notification regarding the existence of 
land use controls (LUCs) related to 
environmental cleanups on properties



Sites Included on the GIS
 

Registry 

sites closed with:
groundwater use restrictions prior to Nov. 1, 2001
(1996-2001)
residual groundwater contamination since Nov. 
2001
residual soil contamination since August, 2002, 

includes some sites closed with deed restrictions or 
deed notices
deed restrictions filed between August 2002 and 
June 2006

conditions of closure since June 3, 2006.



Not on the GIS
 

Registry

Sites closed with residual soil contamination 
before August, 2002

Sites closed with deed restrictions, other than 
groundwater use restrictions, before August, 
2002  (These can be found on BOTW)



GIS
 

Registry history cont.

Sites closed with deed restrictions included:
Where the site closed using industrial soil standards
Sites closed with residual contamination beneath a 
building (structural impediment)
Sites closed with some type of cap or cover, to control 
either the direct contact or groundwater pathways of 
exposure



Future of GIS
 

Registry

We plan on working to help make it easier to 
find sites with land use controls
identify deeded properties from ROWs
search by dated group of LUC
start tracking by specific type of land use control 
Search by address



Looking for LUCs

To find land use controls on the GIS Registry:

For  a specific site –use the “PDF&BRRTS” button
A link to BRRTS for the site background appears on the left 
side of the screen
A link to the PDF for the site, which contains copies of the 
documents needed to identify the what, when and where of 
residual contamination.



What’s in the PDF?

Deed information (legal descriptions)
Deed restriction/notice/maintenance plans
Closure letters
Site and contaminant location maps
Contaminant concentrations and locations at 
the time of closure approval
Cross-sections, iso-concentration maps
Notices sent to affected property owners



Looking for LUCs
 

cont.

For multiple properties:
Use the advanced search features on BOTW
Codes for a variety of land use controls can be 
found in the Action Codes on the BOTW Home 
page

56 – LUCs since 6/2006
52 – sites closed with deed restrictions
51 – sites closed with deed notices
50 – sites closed and on the GIS Registry



RR Sites Map

The RR Sites Map was released in 
December, 2005 to show where both open 
and closed sites were located.

It currently only shows LUST and ERP sites.
It does not show locations of all sites.  Spill sites 
are not geolocated.
It does not yet show the locations of sites where 
liability actions or financial tools are used.



RR Sites Map cont.
It provides a link to BOTW for each site, for more 
site-specific information.

It provides contact information for cleanups taking 
place under the jurisdiction of 

DNR, 
Dept. of Commerce, and 
Dept. of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

Sites not yet located can be downloaded to Excel on 
a county basis.



Functionality upgrades will also be made, 
including 

themes (selected groups of sites), 
Open/closed sites
GIS Registry
Financial Actions – redevelopment tools 
Liability Actions – redevelopment tools

a radius tool, 
ability to create larger maps, and 
ability to present polygons as well as points.



Financial Actions –
 

redevelopment tools to 
facilitate use of the properties.

Site Assessment Grants
Green Space Grants
Sustainable Urban Development Zone
State Funded Response Cleanups
Dry Cleaner Environmental Response Fund sites



Liability Actions –
 

redevelopment tools used to 
facilitate use of the properties

Voluntary Liability Party Exemption - sites which 
have received a certificate of completion

General Liability Clarification letters

Superfund NPL sites



Future BOTW

BOTW will include corresponding financial 
information in a future upgrade, to 
complement the changes to RR Sites Map, 
Financial and Liability Action Themes.



Summary

BOTW
Site-specific history

GIS Registry
Site-specific information in PDF
Theme in RR Sites Map with LUCs

RR Sites Map
Locations of a variety of sites undergoing 
environmental cleanups or liability clarifications
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