	WISCONSIN WATERWAYS COMMISSION AGENDA & RECORD                                                                   November 13, 2006


DNR Southern Region Headquarters, Fitchburg, WI
	Presenter/

Time
	Agenda Item
	Key Points
	Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments

	Jim Rooney
10:05 AM
	1. Call to Order
	Members Present: Jim Rooney, Chair, Roger Walsh, Dave Kedrowski, Maureen Kinney
Others Present: Larry Freidig, Tom Blotz, Jim Ritchie, Chris Halbur, Bruce Neeb, Diane Conklin, Carroll Schaal, Michele Young, DNR: and interested project sponsors

	

	
	2. Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting
	
	Motion by Maureen Kinney, second by Roger Walsh to accept minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion Carried


	
	3. Department Reports
	Larry indicated that the Commission had a number of opportunities to participate in check presentation ceremonies featuring recreational boating facilities projects.  Jim Rooney reported on the check ceremony at Little Sturgeon Bay and noted the positive exposure for the program.

Larry reviewed the fund condition statement for the meeting, noting that a total of only $226,812 remained  available for projects.  Larry noted that of this total, $97,584 was an unobligated balance and could be used for Great Lakes projects.
Larry distributed a copy of the letter from Secretary Hassett to Jim Rooney indicating that the Department had forwarded the Commission’s budget request for an additional $878,000 per year to the Governor’s office.  Jim indicated that he had the opportunity to speak with Secretary Hassett at one of the check presentation ceremonies, noting the funding history of the program.   He noted that Secretary Hassett indicated an understanding of the Commission’s request but also cited the condition of the water resources funding shortfall that all programs were sharing in. 
Jim Rooney indicated that he plans on meeting with the Department of Administration Secretary Bablitch to discuss the Commission’s request. 

	

	
	4. Recreational Boating Status Review
	Egg Harbor Breakwater – Bill Brose, JJR and Mike Schniedermier, Village of Egg Harbor, reviewed for Commissioners the history of the deterioration of the breakwater core fill since 1999.  Because of the high cost to repair the existing breakwater, the Village is discussing the concept of a new breakwater structure that would closely follow riparian lines.   This new breakwater alignment would provide the Village an additional 50 marina slips but maintain the existing launch ramp.  They indicated that JJR is currently finishing up a feasibility study of such a harbor expansion/reconfiguration.  They indicated that the concept was going to the Village board for additional discussion in the evening; the estimated total cost of the expansion is presently $5.5 million.   Jim Rooney did question what space would be available as a harbor of refuge in the new configuration.

Carl Weber and Mayor Jim Schmitdt, City of Green Bay, discussed potential riverfront improvements along the Fox River.  They detailed the development of 1,300 of riverfront to serve as an active urban waterfront and extension of the Fox River trail at a total cost of $12 million.  The recreational boating focus of this development would be the addition of the Pine Street and the Cherry Street piers that would serve 20-30 large Great Lakes vessels with transient tie ups.   The estimated cost of the dockage and access ramps is estimated at $3.6 million.  Mayor Schmidt invited the Commission to review the site at their convenience.

	

	The Commission recess for lunch at 1:10 PM and returned at 1:40 PM
	5.Recreational Boating Project Review and Action
	The Commission listened to sponsor presentations on projects on the attached list.  In addition to sponsor requests, the following items were noted or discussed:

· The addition of parallel transient dockage to the City of Oshkosh Riverside Park to complement the construction of an amphitheater and public amenities along the Fox River.

· Recommendation by the Department of Natural Resources to extend the existing dock length at the Delavan access to alleviate congestion.

· Milwaukee County seeking funds to conduct a feasibility study to determine what the source of present deposits is and what can be done to avoid the future build up of deposits in the harbor mouth at Bender Park.  Jim Ciha indicated that they have determined that future dredging spoils can be deposited on the Bender Park bluff lands.  He indicated that they have identified trace amounts of PCB in the newer sediment deposits.
	Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Maureen Kinney finding all projects feasible.  Motion Carried
Motion by Dave Kedrowski, second by Roger Walsh accepting the project rating list as the priority list of projects. Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Maureen Kinney to approve $15,817 of funding for the Delavan Lake Pier Extension and Amacher Landing cost overrun.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Dave Kedrowski to approve $169,512 of funding for the Hallie, Tri-Lakes , Shawano (cost), Little Muskego and Buffalo Lake harvesting related requests at 40% cost sharing excluding the Dane County request.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Dave Kedrowski to approve the 50% Milwaukee County Bender Park feasibility study totaling $39,500 with the understanding that the County will make funds available to keep the navigation channel open for the 2007 boating season.  Motion Carried


	
	6. GPS/Weed Harvester Discussion
	Larry distributed a compilation of his observations on the types of GPS guidance equipment that would be appropriate for weed harvesting operations, the major benefits and the programming that would be necessary to establish a “road map” for the harvesting operations. Carroll Schaal briefly described the equipment funded as part of a pilot study on the use of GPS guidance on White Ash Lake.  He indicated that the experiment was part of a lake planning project.  Roger Walsh noted that the benefit of using this type of guidance equipment would accrue to the sponsor of the weed harvesting operations in terms of increased harvesting efficiency.  Jim Rooney  commented that it would be hard to justify the funding of this type of equipment in addition to the harvesting units under the existing financial constraints 

After continued discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission that due to insufficient data and experiences by sponsors the Commission will not entertain the funding of GPS units for harvesters at this time.

	

	
	7. Invasive Grant Programs
	Carroll Schaal described for the Commission the aquatic invasive species program (AIS) components.  Carroll indicated that the involvement of AIS has as its goal lake restoration and not on on-going chemical maintenance of a lake.  He indicated that as it is currently outlined, the recreational boating facilities program is really the only source of state funds for on-going chemical maintenance of Eurasian water milfoil.  
There was a brief discussion on the types of criteria used to ranking EWM treatment projects.  Larry indicated that consistent with other facets of the recreational boating facilities program, e.g. development projects, weed harvesting equipment,  EWM chemical treatment projects are rated consistent with the criteria listed in the statutes, i.e., no additional criteria are brought to bear. 


	

	
	8. Member Items
	Roger Walsh inquired of fellow Commissioners and staff if they were aware of any rules surrounding carp shooting events.


	

	
	9. Adjournment
	
	Motion by Maureen Kinney, second by Dave Kedrowsk i to adjourn at 2:30 PM.  Motion Carried



PROJECT REQUESTS 11/2006

· CITY OF OSHKOSH, Winnebago County: $284,484 to construct of a floating main transient dock in Riverside Park to complement recent outdoor recreation improvements to the park. Construction would include dock access ramp, steel sheet pile bulkhead, lighting and sidewalk. 
· TOWN OF DELAVAN, Walworth County: $9,000 to extend two courtesy boarding docks 33 feet to relieve congestion at the Delevan Lake launch ramp.

·  ROCK RIVER/KOSHKONONG ASSOICATION, Jefferson County: $6,817 of additional funds to complete the Amacher launch to Lake Koshkonong.

· VILLAGE OF LAKE HALLIE, Chippewa County: $55,000 to acquire a new aquatic plant harvester for use on Lake Hallie.

· TRI-LAKES MANAGEMENT DISTIRCT, Adams County: $50,900 to completely rebuild n aquatic plant harvester for use on Camelot, Sherwood and Arrowhead lakes.

· SHAWANO AREA WATERWAYS MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION, Shawano County : $32,615to allow the Association to acquire a larger aquatic plant harvester approved at the Commission’s previous meeting.

· LITTLE MUSKEGO LAKE PROTECTIONA & REHABITLITATION DISTRICT, Waukesha County: $20,000 to acquire 2 aquatic plant shore conveyors for use on Little Muskego Lake.

· BUFFALO LAKE PROTECTION & REHAILITATION DISTRICT, Marquette County: $84,000 to acquire an aquatic plant harvester for use on Buffalo Lake.

· DANE COUNTY; $80,000 to acquire an aquatic plant harvester for use on Dane County lakes

· MONTELLO LAKE PROTECTION & REHABILITATION DISTRICT, Marquette County: $8,397 to chemically treat approximately 30 acres of Eurasian water milfoil on Montello Lake.

· JORDAN LAKE DISTRICT, Adams County: $17,692 to chemically treat approximately 33 acres of Eurasian water milfoil on Jordan Lake.

· MILWAUKEE COUNTY: $500,745 to conduct a feasibility study on potential alternatives to limit the deposition of sand in the harbor mouth at the Bender Park protected access to Lake Michigan and dredge  approximately 18,500 cubic yards.
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