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SUMMARY OF THE SCIENTIFIC AREAS BREEDING BIRD SURVEY, 1983

by Michael J. Mossman

SUMMARY

Cooperators surveyed 65 sites by walking or canoeing in 1983. Thirty-four
{34) of these were designated Scientific Areas and the others were sites of
interest as potential additions to the Scientific Areas system. Results from
each survey are briefly summarized. Cooperators provided 24 records of
endangered or threatened species as well as observations of uncommon species,
including the red-breasted merganser, yellow rail, long-eared owl, Bell's
vireo, and worm-eating, Kentucky, and hooded warblers. Sites of particular
interest were the pralries of southern Wisconsin, the Mississippi River
bottoms (home to several rare species), the White River Marsh Wildlife Area (a
potential waterfowl impoundment), and tamarack relics in southern Wisconsin.
Surveys have now been completed for 124 (65%) of the state's 190 designated
Scientific Areas, and data from the survey were recently used in a publication
on the birds of the Baraboo Hills. Future plans include more thorough
coverage of areas in the northern half of the state.
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FIGURE 4 Blue-winged and golden-uwinged war-
blers recorded on combined annual surveys of
Hemlock Draw and Honey Creek Valley, 1971-81.
From: Mossman & Lange. 1982. The Breeding
N FIFWFW Bl Birds of the Baraboo Hills: Their History,
I:? i 2 5 ill- é é '41' 5 'T! IIE:I lll IE!- i.T! D!Str‘{butiun, and Ecology. Wis. DNR and
i b A S AV Wis. Soc. Ornithol. Madison. 197pp.

The 1983 bird survey was highlighted by a number of interesting finds (Table 1).
Twenty-four records of endangered or threatened species were cbtained, as were
sightings of other uncommon species such as red-breasted merganser; yellow rail;
long-eared owl; Bell's vireo; and worm-eating, Kentucky and hooded warblers.
Coverage of southern Wisconsin prairies is becoming more therough, with the addi-
tion this year of Ripon, Swenson, Westport, Drumlin, Snapper, and Puchyan prairies.
Surveys conducted in the Mississippi River bottoms greatly improved our under-
standing of the bird communities in relatively undisturbed lowland hardwood tracts,
and produced several nesting records of yellow-bellied sapsucker, prothonatary
warbler, and brown creeper, species that are uncommon or rare elsewhere in
southern Wisconsin,

Survey data from the White River in Green Lake County will hopefully help deter-
mine if the area should be impounded for a Canada goose refuge or whether it
should remain in a natural state, with its acadian flycatchers, cerulean warblers,
red-shouldered hawk, bobolinks, etc.

The Scientific Areas program is also helping support a l=year study of the breed-
ing birds of southern Wisconsin tamarack relics, a bird community type for which
very little informaticn exists; among other things, the study uses breeding bird
survey data to help indicate the integrity of each relic community and determine
its preservation priority. Several northern species have been found, including
sharp-shinned hawks and northern waterthrushes.

Coverage of the southern half of the state has been good, although many scien-
tific and natural areas have yet to be surveyed. MNorthern Wisconsin has been
covered less thoroughly and we hope to place more emphasis on that region in
the next few years.




Cooperators for 1983:

Evelyn Batchelor
Harold Bauers
John Bielefeldt
Steve DeStefano
Karen Etter Hale
Lisa Hartman
William Hilsenhoff
Ron Hoffmann
Robbye Johnson
Ken Lange

Robert Lewke

Sister Mary Linders
Mark and Sue Martin
Sumner Matteson
Michael Mossman
Sister Vera Osterhaut
Ed Peartree

Sam Robbins

Carol Rudy

David Sample

Bruce Sedloff
Barbara Vogelsang
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