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WISCONSIN EED-NECKED GREBE RECOVERY PLAN

by Charlene M. Gieck

SUMMARY

This plan describes the actions needed to provide protection for
red-necked grebes (Podiceps grisegena) in Wisconsin. Red-necked
grebes have not been studied extensively and so a population
recovery goal will not be given. The red-necked grebe was listed
as a threatened species in Wisconsin in 1982. The largest
population exists at Rush Lake in Winnebago County. An estimated
55 breeding pairs nested at Rush Lake in the 1970’s. The 1987
population was estimated at 20 breeding pairs.

The plan is divided into two major segments: Part I Recovery
Action Plan details the efforts required for recovery; Part TIT
Background details the life history and status of the red-necked
grebe.

Planned recovery activities include:

1. Determining current population and habitat status. Includes
surveys of known and potential breeding areas, documentation
of population dynamics, and identification and assessment of
habitat preferences.

2. Protecting and enhancing red-necked grebe population and
habitats. Includes developing site-specific management
plans, research use of artificial nest platforms and
monitoring effects of fluctuating water levels.

3. Determining population and habitat needed to achieve
recovery. Includes analysis of the collected research data
on red-necked grebe ecology to determine if recovery of a
self-sustaining population is feasible.

4. Establishing and maintaining communication to coordinate and
conduct recovery efforts. Communication will be maintained
among all interested groups and individuals. Education to
the general public will be a major concern.

Evaluation of the red-necked grebe’s status will be ongoing.
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PREFACE

This Recovery Plan was prepared by Charlene M. Gieck, Natural
Resources Specialist, Bureau of Endangered Resources.

The plan has been reviewed by the Department of Natural

Resources, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and experts from
Wisconsin and other States.

The plan will be revised as necessary to incorporate new
techniques and facts. Goals and objectives will be modified as

tasks are completed or as priorities and budgetary constraints
require.

Additional copies may be obtained from:

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Endangered Resources

P. 0. Box 7921

Madison, WI 531707

(608) 266-7012
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PART I. RECOVERY ACTION PLAN
A. Recovery Objective

The recovery goal is to maintain a self-sustaining red-necked
grebe population in suitable habitat in Wisconsin. The initial
objectives are to protect existing populations and to increase
research efforts to determine if recovery is feasible.

Due to the lack of knowledge on limiting factors for red-
necked grebes, no population goals will be set at this time.
Information and education efforts will be employed to increase
public awareness and concern for red-necked grebes.

B. Recovery Outline and Justification

Note: Items not considered tec need discussion are listed by
title only.

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Little
information exists on the red-necked grebe in Wisconsin.
A systematic statewide survey is needed. The presence of
red-necked grebes has been noted by observers, but rarely
have entire wetlands been searched. The search methods
have varied by person and by area. Estimates of
breeding for approximately 5 nest sites are known, but
these do not represent the entire state.

1.1 Determine population size, distribution and
dynamics. Reproduction information has been
collected from published and unpublished field
records. Observers have visited known nesting areas
and documented the presence of red-necked grebes. A
one time visit to these sites is not enough - grekbes
are shy and elusive and can easily be missed during
a site visit. More data and research are needed to
determine current site status and limiting factors
effecting red-necked grebes. Distribution
information will be used to identify locations where
management or protection is needed.

1.11 Annually inventory and map red-necked grebe
breeding areas. Annual breeding surveys

provide an important index to the size and
health of the red-necked grebe population. It
is important to locate new breeding areas and
monitor the changes in breeding population
size. This provides a practical measure of
the status of the population. A statewide
survey of nests should attempt to locate all
breeding areas. The presence of non-
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breeding birds should be noted. Sightings
made by the public of red-necked grebes during
the breeding season should be investigated.

1.111 Develop Survey Technigue. The

statewide survey should be
standardized, so that all observers
visit the site at the same intervals
and by the same method. The
reliability of the techniques will be
assessed. Disturbance by cbservers
should be minimized.

1.112 Document Nest Phenology and Success.

During the survey, obtain the
following: dates of return, dates
and sequence of nest building, egg
laying, clutch size, incubation,
hatching success, survival of young,
and cause of nest failure. Dead
young and/or addled eggs will be

collected.
1.12 Determine annual rates of change for the

nesting population. Information collected on
number of nesting pairs, clutch size and
chick survival will provide an indication of
status.

Identify essential red-necked grebe breeding
habitat. Assessment will be carried out by the

Department of Natural Resources. Private landowners
will be involved as much as possible. Other states
and provinces will be contacted to determine red-
necked grebe breeding habitat characteristics in
their areas. A literature search will be conducted
to collect habitat preferences exhibited in
Wisconsin.

1.21 Assess attributes of current or recently
occupied habitat. The first step in
preparing management plans for the protection
of red-necked grebe breeding
habitat is to locate nest sites precisely and
assess exXisting habitat conditions and
features of the immediate area. Determine
micro- and macro-habitat preferences of
Wisconsin nesting red-necked grebes. Include
wetland size, water depth, agquatic vegetation

- species and composition, stem/foliage







