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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued its bald
eagle and osprey management programs. They are designed to
monitor population trends and provide information to protect
nesting territories.

The statewide bald eagle aerial survey was conducted by Charles
Sindelar and pilot John Winship. A total of 403 territories
showed at least "some degree of activity". Of these, 336 were
active and 254 were successful (77%). A total of 458 young were
produced; 24 of these were furnished to reintroduction projects
in other states.

Due to financial constraints banding and egg collection were not
conducted by the Department in 1989. Private individuals were
encouraged to band osprey nestlings.

Information continues to be collected on dead or injured bald
eagles. In 1988, 21 birds were recovered; only one suffered a
non-fatal injury. Between January-September, 1989, 19 bald
eagles have been recovered; 7 of these were injured.

The 1989 mid-winter bald eagle survey was conducted in January.
Eighty-four participants surveyed 38 counties and counted 418
bald eagles. Of these, 326 were adults. The majority of eagles
occurred along the Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers.

The osprey aerial surveys were conducted in May and July by DNR
field staff. A total of 399 territories were located. Of these,
300 nests were active; 176 were successful (59%). A total of 333
young were produced. Two-thirds (201) of the active territories
occurred on platforms in 1989.
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INTRODUCTION
The brevity of this report was mandated by a reduction in funding. Both
field work (and expenses thus fincurred) and salaries were affected by this

cut.

METHODS
April aerial surveys were done by Forest Service personnel on both the
Chequamegon and Nicolet National Forest. The remainder of the state was flown
in April and the entire state on a mid June survey as in past years with Sinde-

lar as the principle observer and FWS Pilot/Biologist, John Winship, manning

the Partenavia P-68 observer.

RESULTS

It must be fully understood thzt all my June aerial observations were
made after 24 young had been removed from their nests (nine frum the North-
Central District went tn Ingiara, six from the NorthWest Oistrict went tg
Tennes<ee and nine Trom the NorthWest District went to Missouri). Tius, the
numbeér of young produced 25 shown within this report does not reflert iness
young. To make this year's data comparable to previous years' data one must
add these 24 young back in and recompute averages.

A total of 403 territories showed at least some degree of activity (up
9% from last year). Of these, 336 were occupied, up a mere 3% from last year.
The state-wide percentage of nest success (77%), average number of young per
occupied territory (1.3) and average number of young per successful territory
(1.7) are almost identical to last year and remain excellent (see Tables I

and I1).




Since last year's report 44 “new" territories have been verified and
numbered (slightly more than were "new" to us last year) and 78 "new" nests
were located within old numbered territories (almost identical to the number
“new" to us last year).

WI now boasts of 572 numbered eagle territories, 70% of which exhibited
at least some eagle activity this year.

Eagles nesting near Lake Superior showed considerable improvement. A
record (in recent decades) 17 territories showed at least some degree of activ-
ity and 12 of these did, in fact, "nest", ten of which produced a record 17
young, comparing favorably with the state-wide averages. Any remaining prob-
lems with these pairs lie with the unusually high proportion of territories

that exhi’:i only limited activity (5 out of 17 or 29%).

TRENDS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
I recommend that the population continue to be monitored closely until
iL hecomes stable. This year's data shows that the pupulatiun continues its

upward tread.
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1989 WISCONSIN BALD EAGLE BREEDING SURVEY
Breakdown by County and State Totals

TABLE 1

Territories wich

at Least Occupied Territories Successful Number of
W wit fal

Ashland 1 10

Barron 1% _la & }-E
Bayfield 17 13 i -7
Buffalo 4 4 “ /
Burnett 20 LB s 78
Chippewa 3 2 1 3
Crawford 3 z 2 3
Douglas 20 16 13 22
Door 4] ¢} 4] 4]
Dunn & 5 3 T
Florence 3 2 1 1
Forest 16 13 11 14
Grant s 1 1 2
Iron 20 16 8 13
Jackson 0 0 0 0
Juneau 2 1 1 2
LaCrosse 1 1 1 3
Langlade 4 q 3 5
Lincoln 12 8 7 10
Marathon 4 4 3 4
Marinecce 11 10 6 11
Henominee 4 q 4 4
Oconto 4 3 1 4
Oneida 31 38 a1 92
Outagamie 2 2 2 4
Pierce 3 2 2 3
Polk 6 6 6 3
Partage 3 2 pl -1
Price 13 10 I0 17
Rusk 9 =] B 11
Sawver 32 32 21 34
Shawano = 4 3 -]
S5t. Croix 3 3 1 3
Taylor 3 5 3 5
Vilas 60 al 41 Kt
Washburn 23 18 13 21
Wood 2 2 z 3
Totals 403 328 254 434*

*24 young had been removed from nests (to supply out-of-state reinstroduction

projects) prior to my June aerial survey; thus, 1 did not count them.
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Salvage of Specimens

When sick or injured bald eagles are encourntered, they are
picked up and turned over to The Raptor Center, University of
Minnesota. Fresh dead specimens are turned over to the USFWS
National Wildlife Health Center, Madison, WI.

Addled eggs and feathers were not collected this year.
The following table illustrates the cause of bald eagle injuries

and mortalities in Wisconsin for 1988 and January to September,
lag9.

Bald Eagle Recoveries

1988 1989

Cause Dead = Injured Dead = Injured
Toxicity 2 - - 1
Projectile 1 - - -
Trauma 5 - 2 1
Deformity 2 - - -
Trap 1 = - =
Entanglement - - - 1
Electrocution - - 1 -
Unknown/pending 9 1 9 4
TOTAL 19 1 12 7
Winter Inventory

Each year in January, volunteers statewide are enlisted to survey
for wintering bald eagles. The information is used to determine
numbers of overwintering eagles in the stte and identify roost
sites.

In 1989, B4 participants surveyed 38 counties. A total of 418
bald eagles were counted. Of these, 326 were adults. The
majority of the eagles occurred along the Mississippi and
Wisconsin rivers. See following table and map.







