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REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE 1989
BREEDING BIRD SURVEY ON STATE NATURAL AREAS

by Randy Hoffman

SUMMARY

Fifty-three volunteer birders participated in the nineteenth
consecutive year of the breeding bird survey. This year 116
natural areas were surveyed for breeding birds. Included in this
total are eighty-one State Natural Areas (SNA) which compares to
last year's eighty-nine areas and to the eighteen year average of
forty-one areas. Eleven SNA's were surveyed at least once to 220
(ninety-eight percent). An additional thirty-five areas were
surveyed to assess their value as natural areas.

The cummulative total of breeding bird species found on State
Natural Areas was 192. 1In addition, three species of migrating
shorebirds were recorded. There were forty-four sightings of
endangered and threatened species and 203 sightings of species of
special concern.
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REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE 1989
BREEDING BIRD SURVEY ON STATE NATURAL AREAS

by Randy Hoffman

Fifty-three volunteer birders participated in the nineteenth
consecutive year of the breeding bird survey. This year 116
natural areas were surveyed for breeding birds. Included in this
total are eighty-one State Natural Areas(SNA) which compares to
last year's eighty-nine areas and to the eighteen year average of
forty-one areas. Eleven SNAs were surveyed for the first time,
bringing the total number of SNAs surveyed at least once to 220
(ninety-sight percent). An additional thirty-five areas were
surveyed to assess their value as natural areas.

The cummulative total of breeding bird species found on State
Natural Areas was 192. In addition, three species of migrating
shorebirds were recorded. There were forty-four sightings of
endangered and threatened species and 203 sightings of species of
special concern.

Highlights from the 1989 field season included many sightings of
endangered and threatened speies. Sightings of these species is up
greatly over previous years. This increase is primarily due to the
expansion of the endangered and threatened species list. In 1989,
the were eight locations containing cerulean warbler; seven
locations for Acadian flycatcher; four locations for bald eagle;
four locations for great egret; three for red-shouldered hawk;
three for osprey; two each for red-necked grebe, Forster's tern,
Caspian tern, Kentucky warbler, and worm-eating warbler; and one
each for yellow crowned night-heron, yellow-throated warbler,
common tern, trumpeter swan, and hooded warbler. The most unusual
of these endangered and threatened species sightings had to be one
of the Kentucky warblers which was found at Wisconsin Point in
Douglas County. Sightings of other rare species or those in unusual
locations included good numbers of common goldeneye, common
merganser, and red-breasted merganser in Door County; yellow rails
in Bayfield and Door Counties; a king rail in Kenosha County; a
great gray owl in Douglas County; several long-eared owls at
Miscauno Cedar Swamp in Marinette County; a chimney swift nesting
in a large standing dead hemlock tree in Vilas County; a black-
backed woodpecker at Totagatic Highlands Hemlocks in Washburn
County; a three-toed woodpecker in Douglas County; tufted titmice
in Juneau County; a Carolina wren, white-eyed vireos, and yellow-
breasted chats in Rock County; dickcissels in several counties;
LeConte's sparrow in Douglas County; a large population of
Henslow's sparrows in a bog in Marquette County; large numbers of
pine siskins in northern Wisconsin; sixteen species of warblers
were found at Port Wing Boreal Forest in Bayfield County; nine
species of ducks at Oakridge Lake in St. Croix County; a hybrid
Brewster's warbler at Mill Bluff State Park; and two exotic
peacocks in Burnett County.




STATE NATURAL AREAS SURVEYED IN 1989

Area

Parfrey's Glen

Faville Prairie

Wyalusing Hardwood Forest
Scuppernong Prairie

Brady's Bluff Prairie
Haskell Noyes Memorial Woods
Mt. Pisgah Hemlock-Hardwoods
Plum Lake Hemlock Forest
Avon Bottoms

Charles Pond

Rice Lake-Thunder Lake Marsh
VanderBloemen Bog

Cherney Maribel Caves

Waupun Maple Forest
Chiwaukee Prairie

Marinette County Beech Forest
Sander's Park Hardwoods

Toft Point

Spruce Lake Bog

Waterloo Fen and Springs
Avoca Prairie-Savanna

Blue River Sand Barrens
Blackhawk Island

Baxter's Hollow

Moguah Barrens

Audubon Goose Pond

Kettle Moraine Fen and Low Prairie
Honey Creek

Miscauno Cedar Swamp
Milwaukee River and Swamp
Pine Glen

Karcher Springs

Spring Green Reserve

Lampson Moraine Pines

Dunbar Barrens

Dells of the Eau Claire
Jackson Harbor Ridges

South Waubesa Wetlands

Giant White Pine Grove

Bose Lake Hemlock-Hardwoods
Moose Lake Hemlocks

Mud Lake

Jung Hemlock-Beech Forest
Cherokee Marsh

Young Prairie

Putnam Park

Bark Bay Slough

County
Sauk
Jefferson
Grant
Waukesha
Trempealeau
Fond du lac
Vernon
Vilas

Roeck
Oconto
Oneida
Manitowoc
Manitowoc
Fond du Lac
Kenosha
Marinette
Racine
Door
Fond du Lac
Jefferson
Iowa

Grant
Juneau
Sauk
Bayfield
Columbia
Waukesha
Sauk
Marinette
Faond du Lac
Sauk
Racine
Sauk
Washburn
Marinette
Marathon
Door

Dane
Forest
Forest
Iron

Door
Shawano
Dane
Walworth
Eau Claire
Bayfield
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139 Muralt Bluff Prairie Green

140 Totagatic Highlands Hemlocks Washburn
141 Mud Lake Bog Waupaca
146 Westport Drumlin Prairie Dane

149 Brant Brook Pines and Hardwoods Burnett
150 Ekdall Brook Conifer Swamp Burnett
153 Genesee Oak Opening and Fen Waukesha
154 Port Wing Boreal Forest Bayfield
155 Oshkosh-Larsen Trail Prairies Winnebago
157 Olson Oak Woods Dane

158 Keller Whitcomb Creek Woods Waupaca
161 Upper Brule River Douglas
164 Dalles of the St. Croix Polk

165 Interstate Lowland Forest Polk

168 Snapper Prairie Jefferson
169 Kurtz Woods Ozaukee
181 New Hope Pines Portage
182 Dewey Marsh Portage
187 Frog Lake and Pines Iron

190 Oakfield Ledge Fond du Lac
191 Kissick Alkaline Bog Lake Sawyer
195 Ipswich Prairie LaFayette
197 Riveredge Creek and Ephemeral Pond Ozaukee
201 Coon Creek Cliffs Vernon
203 Cranberry Creek Mound Group Juneau
207 Berlin Fen Green Lake
210 Black Earth Prairie Dane

213 Clover Valley Fen Walworth
215 Red Cedar Lake Jefferson
217 Ferry Bluff Sauk

218 Mink River Estuary Door

220 Rocky Run Oak Savanna Columbia

Heron Rookeries were surveyed on two State Natural Areas.

Number = Area County
41 Fourmile Island Rookery Dodge
173 Whitman Bottoms Floodplain Forest Buffalo

An additional thirty-five potential natural areas were inventoried
for breeding birds.

Cooperators, 1989 Natural Areas Breeding Bird Survey

Robert Lewke
Peggy Lison
Mark Martin
Sumner Matteson
Ted May

Carol Mertins
Nancy Meyer

Carol Anderson
John Attinger
Harold Bauers
Evelyn Batchelor
Jeff Baughman
Mark Bruns

Noel Cutright




Barbara Duerksen
Eric Epstein
Jim Evrard

Dave Fallow

Jim Frank

Mike Grimm

Karen Etter Hale
Margaret Hallisy
Ellen Hansen

Jim Hoefler
Randy Hoffman
Ron Hoffmann
Allen Holzhueter
Robbye Johnson
Tony Kalenic
Paul Kooiker
Steve Kupcho
Laura LaValley
Dorothy Legler
Karl Legler
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Kevin Morgan

Erik Munson

Neal Niemuth
Sister Verna Osterhaut
Terrence Pavletic
Ed Peartree
Jeannette Peartree
Mark Peterson

Sam Robbins

Tom Schultz

Al Shea

Kay Simandl

Ann Swengel

Scott Swengel
Richard Verch
Barbara Vogelsang
Bill Volkert
Warren Yuds

Tom Ziebell

The response to last year's priority listing was encouraging.
Seventy per cent of the listed areas were surveyed. Ideally, every
natural area could use a survey every Yyear; however, it is
impractical given the number of qualified volunteers and the number
of natural areas. For those volunteers who prefer to visit the
same areas each year, we encourage you to do so. For those
volunteers who prefer visiting new areas or those who may want to
visit areas in addition to your usual area, refer to the
prioritized list of areas.

A long-term volunteer breeding bird survey was to have begun in
1990; however, to initiate a new plan the old one has to be
evaluated. An evaluation is needed to determine if this survey is
gathering data that can be useful to the State Natural Areas
program and is this data comparable to the numerous other surveys
conducted each year.

The volunteers that have participated over the years are the
backbone of this breeding bird survey. Any evaluation of the
survey must include imput from the volunteers. A guestionaire is
being developed to ask questions that only the wvolunteers can
answer. The answers will guide the direction of a new survey.
This questionaire will be distributed to cooperating volunteers and
will be included in the forthcoming evaluations.

The goals for the 1990 survey are somewhat different than
previously envisioned. They will follow the past format with an
additional enclosure of a listing of all the State Natural Areas.
This should make the decision of which areas to survey much easier.

The priorities for 1990 are:







