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SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - ROWAN CREEK FISHERY AREA— COLUMBIA COUNTY
FOR: OCTOBER 2008 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Stelles

SUMMARY:  Ms. Joan Roth has offered to donate one acre of land to the Department tor the Rowan Creek Fishery Area in
Columbia County.

The parcel consists of wooded wetland in the Town of Dekorra ahout one mile west of the Village of Poynerte. [t isa
small piece of land separated from her remaining 85.2-acre ownership by CTH CS. Itis focated in the project
boundary, adjacent to approxtmately 300 acres of existing state-owned land. Acceptance of the denation will help
consolidate state ownership and provide area for public use.

Rowan Creek FFishery Area was established in 1982 and has an acreage goal of 1,064 acres. Rowan Creek drains a
60 square milc area as it flows 1o Lake Wisconsin through a valley bordered by steep hillsides. The upper four miles
of the creek are designated Class 1 and the lower eight mifes are Class 2. While the dominant species is brown trout.
stream surveys have reported many other pative fish such us brook trout. northern pike, walleye, largemouth and rock
hass. as well as numerous minnow species such as mottled sculpin. brook stickleback, western mud minnow.
hlacknose dace. creek chub and northern common shiner. The valley surrounding Rowan Creek still contains areas
of intact native vegetation such as blult prauries. oak woodlands and sasanna. and extensive sedge meadows. A
hiking and cross-counmy ski trail provides public recreation. and a sariery of wildlife call the watershed home. The
primary management of Rowan Creek is for trout,

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of one acre ol land for the Rowan Creek Fishery Arca. that a certiticate
of appreciation be sent to the donor and that an expression of appreciation be made a part of the official
records of the Natural Resources Board,

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No €] Fiscal Ustimate Required Yes [ ] Auached
No [ Environmental Assessment of hmpact Statement Required Yes{ ] Attached
No[] Backeround Memo Yes DO Attached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: September V1. 2008 FIt.1: REF: FM 10008
b Natural Resources Board
FROM: Matthew IW ,;"
SLBIECT: Proposed Land Donzton. foun Roth. Tract, File = FAT 1THIDS
PARCEL BLSCRIPTION:
Rowan Creek Fishery Area
Columbia County
Granter:
loan Roth
WRO4T CTH CS
Povnerte, Wl 334955
Acres: 1.0
Price: SO
[nterest: Gift of Land
Improvements: Nong
Location: The tract is located i southwest Columbia County one mi.e west of the Vitlage of Povnzte,
Land Deseription: The subject fand is low and wooded.
Covertype Breakdown: Tvpe: Acredge:
.o land Woodland 1.4
Present Use: Part of residential site.
Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Recreation
Tenure: Several vears
Agreement Date: August 13, 2008
Stewardship Land Access; This property will be open to the public tor ail rasure-hased outdoor recreationsl
activities to include hunting, rrapping and cross-country skiing.
-

JUSTIFICATION:

Juan Roth has offered to denate one-acre of wooded wetland 1o the Department in southwest

Columbia County about one mile wast of the Village of Pornctte. It s a small picee of Jand separated from
her remaining 83.2-acre ownership by CTH CS, T is located in the project boundary. adjacent to
approximately 300 acres of existing state-owned land.

Rowan Creek Fisheries Arca was 2stablished in 1982 with an acreage goai of 1064 acres. Current
vwnership is about 634 acres, Rowan Creeh drains a 60) square mile area as it flows through a valley
hordered by steep hillsides to Lake Wisconsin, The upper four miles of the creek are designated Class |
and the lower eight miles are Cless 2. While the dominant species is brown trout, stream survey s have
reported many other native Jsh such as brook wout, northern pike. walieve largemouth and rock bass. as
well as numerous minnaw species such as mottied sculpin. broow stickleback. western mud minnow.
blacknose dace. creek chub and northarm common shiner. The valley swrounding Rowan Creek still




[

contains areas of intact nutive yegetation such as bluff prairies. cak codiands and savanna. and extensive
sedze meadows, A hiking and cross-couniry ski trail provides public recreation. and a variety of wildlife

call the watershed home. The primary management of Rowan Crech is for trout,
The Department recommends 1a¢ 2ccepiance of this donation to cansolidats state ewnership in Rowan
Creek Fishery Area. to protect water guality and 1o provide additicnal oppuortunities for public outdoor

reoreation.

FINANCING:

Na funding is required for tils ransacuon.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE ROWAN CREEK FISHERY AREA

Lstablished: 1982

Acres Purchased to Date; 63352
Acguisition Goal: 1.064.00
Pereent Complete: 61.42

Cust to Date: S544.145.18

RECONMMENDED:

.,-"“. 0 ’// P i
AR GDY - g/ ek
Richard E. Stefies // Date

sasd . Wm.

ureau Legal Services

i .
P LA T

Rl

;

-_"-"_[: oo by

Laurie Osterndor!’ f
(.

RES:dv



OOy VB 1O

A

1 TR B HR T

EIE - R R B T B




Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@ wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.




Roth Property

T 14N. R 9E. Section 32. Town of Dekorra, Columbia County
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certily that at its October 2008 meeting. the Natural Resources Board
sratelully accepted gift of one acre of land In Columbia County far the Rowan
Creck Fishery Area from

JOAN M. ROTH

1t is significant that individuals Tike you are inrerested in helping protect
Wisconsin's natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end,

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the oflicial records of the Natural
Resources Board. We present this certiticate of sincere appreciation on behalf of
present and future generations 1o thank vou tor vour thoughttulness and gencrosity.

Nurrrad Resources Board

Christine Thomas, CHAIRMAN



