o 175 NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM pemye  S<B-7

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - BRULE RIVER STATE FORFST- DOUGLAS COUNTY
FOR: OCTOBER BOARD MEETING
TO RE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an eption t purchase 80 acres of land from John and Patricia McBride for S224.000 for
the Brule River State Forest in Douglas County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds
$130.000.

The property is located in east-cenral Douglas County about 30 miles southeast of the City of Superior. It is bordered
by Department-owned land to the north. The majority of the cover is northern hardwoods of pole-sized timber with
ceattered saw timber. The northern hardwood stand has peckets of aspen pole timber, and areas with greater volumes
of vak and white hirch. Overall. the existing forest cover provides good wildlife habitat for grouse. deer. and
woodcock. The parcel includes 2.300 feet of frontage on Smith Lake. which is a shallow seepage lake about fise feet
in depth and roughly 30 acres in size. Most of the remainder of Smith Lake is already abutted by state forest land.
The protection of Smith Lake will enhance recreational uses such as kayaking and or canoeing and willt remain an
attraction for wildlife. Ownership will allow natural resource management. provide public recreation, and will
consolidate state ownership in the Brule River State Forest project boundany,

The Lirule River State Forest was initiated in 1907 when Mr. Frederick Weserhauser deeded 4.320 acres 10 the Srate of
Wisconsin for forestry purposes. The boundaries of the forest now have an acreage goal of 82.650 acres of which
about $0.900 acres are under state ownership. This state forest is used by more diverse species of birds and mammals
than any other northern Wisconsin ucreage of similar size. The torest has many distinet landscapes that allow for the
wide range of specis such as deer. rutted grouse, geese, bald cagles. osprey and songbirds. A majority ot the public
lands within the forest boundarics are open to hunting and trapping in scason. The primary water resource on the state
torest is the Bois Brule. one of the best known rivers east of the Mississippt. For over a hundred yvears. it has been
regarded as an exceptional frout stream. with resident brook. brown and rainbow trout. Lake, brown and rainbow
(steelhead) trout along with coho and chinook salmon migrate up the Brulz annually from Lake Superior.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 80 acres of land for $224.000 for Brule River State Forest in
Douglas County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No B Tiscal Estimate Required Yes [] Auached
Ne X Lnvironmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [ ] Antached
Ne [[]  Background Memo Yes 0 Anached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

T

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

September 4. 2008 FILE REF: NF 50005

Governor Doy le

Matthew J. W Q-

SLBIECT: Proposed Land Acguisivon. MeBride Tract, File = NF 30003,

Option Expires November 12, 2008

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Brule River State Forest
Douglas County

(rantor:

John and Patricia dMeBrde
1992 Patterson l.ane
Buluth, MN 53804

Acres: 80.00
Price: S224.000.00

Appraised Value: $271.000

Interest: Fee

Improvements: Small enclosed shelter,

Location: The properts s jocated in east-central Douglas County in the Village of Solen Springs about
30 miles southeast of the Cin of Superior.

l.and Bescription: The subicet land is level to rolling and provides vicw overlooking Smith Lake,

Caovertvpe Breakdown: [vpe: Acraage

Lowland Woodland 6.0
LUpland Woodland ALl
Water 140
TOTAL: S

Zoning: Forestry

Prosent Use: Recreational

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Recreational
lenure: 14 vears

Property Taxes: S870

Option Date: August 13, 2008

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for ail nature-based outdoor recraational
activities o include hunting, fishing. trapping and cross-countrs skiing.

JUSTIFICATTON:

The 80-pcre MeBride property is proposed for acquisition for the Brule River State Forest. The property s
located in cast-central Dougias County about 30 miles southeast of the C:tv of Superior. It is bordered b
department-owned land 1o the nanh. The majority of the cover is northern hardwoods of pole-sized timber
with scattered saw tmber. The nenbern hardw ood stand has pochets 07 aspen pole timber, and arcas wish x4
greatel volumes of vak and white birch. Overall the existing torest cover provides good wildlite habiat t;
for grouse. deer. and woudeocx. The parcel includes 2,300 feet o7 frontase on Smith Lake, which is a -




[

shallow seepage lake about 3 feet in depth and roughly 30 acres m size. Most of the remaining lake
frontage is state-owned. The protection of Smith Lahe will allow for recreational uses such as kavaking
and or canoging and will remain an attraction for wildlife. The small shelwer on the property that has no
assessed value will be removed from the property by the MeBribe's this fall. Ownership will allow patural
resource management. provide subiic recreation, and will consolidate stare awnership in the Brule River
State Forest project boundary.

The Brule River State Forest was initiated in 1907 when Mr. Frederick Weyerhauser deeded 4,320 acres w
the State of Wisconsin for forestry purposes. Fhe boundaries of the forest now have an acreage goal of
82,6350 acres of which ahout 30,900 acres are under state ownership. This state forest is used by mare
diverse species of birds and mamimals than any other nerthern Wisconsin acreage of similar size. The
larest has many distinet landscapes that allow for the wide range of species such as deer, ruffed grouse.
zease. bald eagles. osprey and songbirds. A majority of the public lands within the torest boundanes are
open to hunting and rapping in season,

The Bots Brule is one of the best known rivers east of the Mississippi. For over a hundred years. it has
been regarded as an exceptional treut stream. The Brule River contains resident brook. brown and rainbow
rrout, [ake. brown and rainhow steclhead) rout along with cohe and chinoek salmon migrate up the Braie
annually from Lake Superior,

The Department recommends the purchased of the MeBride propem 1o consolidate state ownership in this
area. 1w provide opportunitics fur outdoor recreation and to allow natural resource management in the

Brule River State Forest projee: baundary,

FINANCING:

State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:

Funds aliotted 1o program: Balance after proposed transaction:

32,300,000 s2.07

il
'

66

ACQUISITION STATLS OF THE BRULE RIVER STATE FOREST:

Fstabiished: 1907

Acres Purchased 1o Date: 30,869 18
Acquisition Goal: 82.630.00
Percent Complete: 61,573

Cost 1o Dute: S1016E823.03

APPRATSAL:
Appraiser: JelTres Olson (Private Appratser)
S aluation Date: May 1. 2008

Appratsed Value: 5224000

Highest and Best User Recreational and includes possibilities for a s2asonai cabin

on of Values:

g land: 66 acres & 53,300 per acre: S224.000 (14 acres are Smith Lake and not assigned a valuc
b market data approach csed. (ve comparable sales cited

<. adjusted value range: S2.920 w0 S3 899

Appraisal Review: Ron Olson - June 26, 2008

Comment: The appraiser did not assign a value to the shelter on the sroperty.



RECONMNENDIED:

Ricnard E. Steffes
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross/@ wisconsin.gov

for a hard copy of this document.



-6

McBride Property

T 45N. R 11W. Section 11, Town of Solon Springs. Douglas County
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