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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION AND PROJECT BOUNDARY MODIFICATION - STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA
PROGRAM - GREEN COUNTY

FOR: JUNE 2007 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 72 acres of land from Judith Pariseau and Dawn Shippert for
$302,400 for the Green County Prairies State Natural Area in Green County. The item is being submitted because
the purchase price exceeds $150,000.

This parcel is within the Green County Prairies State Natural Area and it is also adjacent to the Abraham’s Woods
State Natural Area. In addition, the parcel is in close proximity to the Oliver Prairie State Natural Area. This
location in eastern Green County, about two miles scuth of Albany and 40 miles south of Madison, includes three
state natural arcas. The area has a variety of high quality habitats such as southem mesic forest, oak savanna, and
dry-mesic prairie, along with many rare species. The oldest of these projects is the 40-acre Abraham’s Woods State
Natural Area, established in 1961 and is owned by the University of Wisconsin. It features an old-growth stand of
southern mesic forest, dominated by sugar maple, basswood and red oak. This type of forest is increasingly rare in
‘Wisconsin.

The northern part of the 72-acre Pariseau-Shippert property is part of this same mesic forest stand. This property is
known for its spectacular display of spring wildfiowers and is noted by botanists for its richness of plant species.
Acquisition of this property will complement adjacent protected lands, protect and restore natural values of this site,
and provide access for scientific, educational, and non-intensive recreational use.

The Department recommends purchase of the Pariseau-Shippert property and expansion of the Green County
Prairies State Natural Area project boundary to include the 12 actes of this property that are currently outside the
boundary to establish the “Stauffacher Unit” of the Green County Prairies State Natural Area. This acquisition
will provide additional protection and management of the natural values of this site while providing significant
educational opportunities through partnership with the University of Wisconsin. This project has strong support
from The Prairie Enthusiasts, The Nature Conservancy, The University of Wisconsin, and local residents.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 72 acres of land for $302,400 for the Green County Prames State
Natural Area and expansion of the Green County Prairies State Natural Area project boundary to include
the 12 acres of this property that are currently outside the boundary to establish the “Stauffacher Unit” of
the Green County Prairies State Natural Area.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No[X{] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached
Nof{d Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required  Yes [ ] Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [ Attached
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 10, 2007 FILE REF: NA-904
TO: Governor Doyle

FROM: ~ Scott Hassett @\M\

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Parisean and Shippert Tract, File # NA-904,

Option Expires August 1, 2007

1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Natural Area
Green County Prairies State Natural Area
Green County

Grantors:

Judith Pariseau
909 California Street
Huntington Beach, CA 92648

Dawn Shippert
P.O. Box 44
Dixon, IL 61021-0044

Acres: 72.0*

Price: $302.400*

Appraised Value: $302,400*
Interest: Purchase in fee.

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in the Town of Decatur in east central Green County about 40 miles south of
- Madison.

Land Description: Parcel has steeply rolling terrain with a mix of forest and cropland.

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage
Upland Woods 37.0
Cropland 205
Grasslands 14.5
TOTAL 72.0

Zoning: Agriculture

Present Use: Agriculture and Recreation

Proposed Use: Resource Protection and Public Recreation
Tenure: 15 years

Property Taxes: $181.80 (MFL)
Option Date: September 26, 2006

*Comment: The exact price and acreage is subject to a survey. Final price will be $4,200 per acre times
surveyed acreage.
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JUSTIFICATION:

The 72-acre Pariseau and Shippert property contains 60 acres of the property contained within the Green
County Prairies State Natural Area project boundary. If approved, the Green County Prairies State Natural
Area project boundary will be expanded to include the 12 acres of this property that are currently outside
the boundary and establish the “Stauffacher Unit” of the Green County Prairies State Natural Area, The
tract is located in the Town of Decatur 40 miles south of Madison. Ownership will protect the natural
values of the site for future generations, allow natural area management, prevent incompatible development
within the project boundary, and provide opportunities for public recreation and natural area research and
education.

This parcel is within the Green County Prairies State Natural Area and it is also adjacent to the Abraham’s
Woods State Natural Area. In addition, the parcel is in close proximity to the Oliver Prairie State Natural
Area. This location in eastern Green County, about twe miles south of Albany and 40 miles south of
Madison, includes three state natural areas. The area has a variety of high quality habitats such as southern
mesic forest, oak savanna, and dry-mesic prairie, along with many rare species. The oldest of these
projects is the 40-acre Abraham’s Woods State Natural Area, established in 1961 and is owned by the
University of Wisconsin. It features an old-growth stand of southern mesic forest, dominated by sugar
maple, basswood and red oak. This type of forest is increasingly rare in Wisconsin.

The northern part of the 72-acre Pariseau-Shippert property is part of this same mesic forest stand. The
property is known for its spectacular display of spring wildflowers and is noted by botanists for its richness
of plant species. The subject is an unimproved parcel that is part of a larger 187-acre property. The
property is rolling to steep and contains rock cutcrops offering distant views of the surrounding terrain.
Cover type includes southern mesic forest, dry mesic prairie, and 20 acres of croplands. The property
contains a number of rare prairie species including the state-threatened Hill’s Thistle, special concern
Putty-root orchid, and habitat for the state-endangered Regal Fritillary butterfly that lives on prairie violets.
Management needs include prescribed bumning and removal of red cedar, The 20 acres of cropland will be
rented out until it is restored to mesic prairie.

The Department recommends purchase of the Pariseau-Shippert property and acquisition of this property
will complement adjacent protected lands, protect and restore natural values of this site, and provide access
for scientific, educational, and non-intensive recreational use while providing significant educational
opportunities through partnership with the University of Wisconsin. This project has strong support from
The Prairic Enthusiasts, The Nature Conservancy, The University of Wisconsin, and local residents.
FINANCING:
FY (7 State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:

Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:

$3.713,700 . $88,878

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM:

Established: 1972
Acres Purchased to Date: 35,273
Acquisition Goal: 41,000 Acres

Percent Complete: 86.03%
Cost to Date: $18,598,851




3. APPRAISALS:

Appraiser: Michael Stone (Private Appraiser)

Valuatign Date: February 2, 2007

Appraised Value: $302,400

Highest and Best Use: Rural residential

Allocatien of Values:

a. land: 72 acres @ $4,200 per acre: $$302,400

b. market data approach for land from cost approach used, three comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range after size adjustment: $4,100 to $4,317 per acre

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott — May 4, 2006

Appraiser: Linn Druesterbeck (Private Appraiser)

Valuation Date: March 7, 2006

Appraised Value: $365,000

Highest and Best Use: Low density residential development

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 74.67 acres @ per acre: $4,900/acre: $365,000

b. market data approach used for land from cost approach, four comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range after size adjustment: $3,818 to $5,005 per acre

Appraisal Review: Paul Scott — May 4, 2006

Comment: The review appraiser concluded the value of $4,200/acre, subject to the final size to be
determined by a survey, was better supported by the data presented in the Stone appraisal.

RECOMMENDED:
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