GOMLE TR NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. 8.B.2

(R 2/07)

SUBJECT: Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest - ATV Stakeholder Group

FOR: JUNE 2007 BOARD MEETING

TCO BE PRESENTED BY: Tim Mulhern and Denny Leith, Division of Foresiry

SUMMARY:

The purpose of this agenda itemisto; 1.) provide the Natural Resource Board with an update on the progress of the
Northern Highland - American Legion State Forest (NHALSF) All Terrain Vehicle citizen Stakeholder group; and 2.)
Share the Department's process once the recommendations are received from the Stakeholder group.

The NHAL ATV citizen stakeholder group was initially identified as an action item in the NHAL Master Plan approved
in October of 2005. The master plan action item was included in the final plan to provide stakeholders with an open and
timely process to address the most widely commented planning issue. Plan implementation charged the Department to
establish and coordinate a diverse citizen stakeholder group to evaluate the appropriate use of All Terrain Vehicles on the
Forest and make recommendations to designate specific trails or locations that support the use of sustainable trail riding
opportunities. The team was guided by Department ATV siting criteria that considers ecological, economic and social
considerations. The working gronp consists of 17 members. The group first met on May 10, 2006 and to date, has met 18
times over the last year and is nearing its one year sun-set date to provide a recommendation to the Department. The
stakeholder group is functioning well, making significant progress and confident that they will meet the team’s charge and
do so in a participatory and well functioning team environment. The stakeholder group is meeting for potentially the last
time on June 28, 2007 to finalize its recommendations. Information about the Stakeholder group including members,
meeting meetings and draft products can be found at http://www.dnr.state wi.us/master_planning/nhal/

The Department will share its proposed next steps, including the plan to share recommendations and alternatives with the
public and seek comments, summarize and evaluate comments, provide a recommendation and complete an
Environmental Impact Statement, seek additional public input and share the results with the Natural Resource Board.

RECOMMENDATION: No recommendation, information item only

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

Mo Fiscal Estimate Required Yes |:| Attached
Mo Ef__f Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement Reguired Yes [:r Attached
Mo D Background Memo ! Yes Attached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM State of Wisconsin

DATE: June 7, 2007 FILE REF: NRBNHALJUNE2007
TO: Natural Resource Board
FROM: Scott Hassett, Secretary

SUBJECT: MNorthern Highland American Legion State Forest — ATV Citizen Stakeholder Group

The purpose of this agenda item is to; 1.) provide the Natural Resource Board with an update on the
progress of the Northern Highland American Legion State Forest All Terrain Vehicle citizen Stakeholder
group; and 2.) Share the Department’s process once the recommendations are received from the
Stakeholder group.

The NHAL ATV citizen stakeholder group was initially identified as an action item in the NHAL Master
Plan approved in October of 2005. The master plan action item was included in the final plan to provide
stakeholders with an open and timely process to address the most widely commented planning issue. Plan
implementation charged the Department to establish and coordinate a diverse citizen stakeholder group to
evaluate the appropriate use of All Terrain Vehicles on the Forest and make recommendations to
designate specific trails or locations that support the use of sustainable trail riding opportunities. The team
was guided by Department ATV siting criteria that considers ecological, economic and social
considerations. The working group consists of 17 members. The group first met on May 10, 2006 and to
date, has met 18 times over the last year and is nearing its one year sun-set date to provide a
recommendation to the Department. The stakeholder group is functioning well, making significant
progress and confident that they will meet the team’s charge and do so in a participatory and well
functioning team environment. The stakeholder group is meeting for potentially the last time on June 28,
2007 to finalize its recommendations. Information about the Stakeholder group including members,
meeting meetings and draft products can be found at http://www.dnr.state. wi.us/master_planning/nhal/

The Department’s next steps are outlined in the timeline below. The process includes a commitment to
citizen involvement and a commitment to providing the resources necessary to address the issue ina
timely manner.

2007, Summer Receive and review Stakeholders recommendation

2007, Late Summer Share stakeholders recommendation and alternatives with public and seek public
input

2007, Fall/'Winter Summarize comments and develop recommendation
(would include EIS if needed)

2008, Winter Share recommendation and EIS with Public and seek inpur

2008, Spring Final Recommendation and EIS

2008, Summer Present to NRB for Approval

Attachments: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/master_planning/nhal/
What the Master Plan says

Stakeholder Groups Concept

Stakeholder Groups Charter

Participating organizations and individuals
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