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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - DUNNVILLE WILDLIFE AREA - DUNN COUNTY
FOR: OCTOBER 2007 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 66.6 acres of land from Thor and Shirley Edgeberg for $186,000
for the Dunnville Wildlife Area in Dunn County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds -
$150,000.

The tract is located in south-central Dunn County, nine miles south of the City of Menomonie. The parcel is
bordered by state-owned lands on three sides. This acquisition will create a more uniform boundary for the Wildlife
Area as it blocks in well with existing state-owned lands.

The Dunnville Wildlife Area was established in 1952 with most of the land acquisition occurring in the late 1960°s
and early 1970’s. The wildlife area is also within the focus area of the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area.
This property possesses a unique escarpment tying together a diverse mix of hardwood covered uplands and
backwater wetland sloughs. The goal of the project is to manage the area for a variety of waterfowl and upland
wildlife and to provide opportunities for public recreation. The project area is used by the public for hunting,
fishing, trapping, cross-country skiing, hiking, and other outdoor recreation.

The Edgeberg parcel consists of an escarpment on the northwest along a county road, grading down to and
overlooking a large state ownership. Most of the land is wooded.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 66.6 acres of land for $186,000 for the Dunnville Wildlife Area.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No[X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached
No[X] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [] Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [ Attached
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

September 19, 2007 FILE REF: W-1722
Governor Doyle

Matthew J. Frank

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Edgeberg Tract, File # W-1722,

Option Expires December 7, 2007

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Dunnville Wildlife Area
Dunn County

Grantor:
Thor and Shirley Edgeberg
E4606 473 Avenue
Menomonie, WI 54751

Acres: 66.6
Price: $186,000

Appraised Value: $186,000
Interest: Purchase in fee.

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in south-central Dunn County, nine miles south of the City of Menomonie in
the Town of Dunn.

Land Description: The subject area is level to rolling to steep

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage

Lowland Woodland/Marsh 50.0
Upland Woodland 6.6
Grassland 10.0
TOTAL 66.6

Zoning: Agricultural

Present Use: Recreational

Proposed Use: Wildlife Protection and Public Recreation
Tenure: 18 years

Property Taxes: $3,143
Option Date: September 19, 2007

Comment: A 2007 closing is required.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department proposes to purchase 66.6 acres of land from Thor and Shirley Edgeberg for the Dunnville
Wildlife Area. The tract is located in south-central Dunn County, nine miles south of the City of
Menomonie in the Town of Dunn. The parcel is bordered by state-owned lands on three sides. This
acquisition will create a more uniform boundary for the wildlife area as it blocks in well with existing
state-owned lands. State ownership of this property will allow for wildlife management, habitat protection,
and numerous opportunities for public recreation.
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The Dunnville Wildlife Area was established in 1952 with most of the land acquisition occurring in the late
1960’s and early 1970°s. The wildlife area is also within the focus area of the Lower Chippewa River State
Natural Area. This property possesses a unique escarpment tying together a diverse mix of hardwood
covered uplands and backwater wetland sloughs The goal of the project is to manage the area for a variety
of waterfowl and upland wildlife and to provide opportunities for public recreation. The project area is
used by the public for hunting, fishing, trapping, cross-country skiing, hiking, and other outdoor recreation.

This parcel consists of an escarpment along CTH “Y” that overlooks a large acreage of state wildlife area.
The Department recommends purchasing the Edgeberg tract to allow for public recreation, wildlife
management and habitat improvement of the project. Negotiations have been fairly active for about
10 years and the Department and landowners have now reached agreement.
FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:

Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:

$6,524,000 $1,323,129

Comment: The purchase price will be paid in two installments over three years. Estimated interest cost is
$4,100.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE DUNNVILLE WILDLIFE AREA-

Established: 1952
Acres Purchased to Date: 3,997.35

Acquisition Goal: 5,707.1 Acres

Percent Complete: 70.0%
Cost to Date: $880.431

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Bruce Christ (Private Appraiser)
Valuation Date: June 6, 2007

Appraised Value: $186,000
Highest and Best Use: Recreational

Allocation of Values:

a. land: 66.6 acres @ $2,800 per acre: $186,000 (Rounded)
b. market data approach used, four comparable sales cited
c. adjusted value range: $2,691 to 32,956 per acre

Appraisal Review: Ron Olson — June 29, 2007
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@wisconsin.sov
for a hard copy of this document.







