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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION AND PROJECT BOUNDARY MODIFICATION - YELLOWSTONE RIVER AND
CANON CREEK STREAM BANK PROTECTION AREA - LAFAYETTE COUNTY

FOR: SEPTEMBER 2007 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 237.75 acres of land from the Edward Smith Trust for $808,000
for the Yellowstone River and Canon Creek Stream Bank Protection Area in Lafayette County. The item is being
submitted because the purchase price is over $150,000 and since 77.75 acres are out of the project boundary.

The Smith Trust parcel is located in northeastern Lafayette County in the Town of Fayette. The parcel adjoins
Yellowstone Lake State Park to the south and has 77.75 acres out of the boundary along the north end of the parcel.
There are 800 feet of frontage along both banks of a small, unnamed stream that flows into Yellowstone Lake. The
property includes a house, garage and farmstead buildings, which have access onto County Highway F. The
Department proposes to retain the house for use by seasonal employees for the park. Worker recruitment has been
handicapped by a lack of local affordable housing in this area.

This parcel is important for the Stream Bank Protection Program to control runoff into the lake. Over the last eight
years the Yellowstone River Watershed Basin Team and many volunteer organizations have worked tirelessly to
improve the water quality and the fishery of Yellowstone Lake. Much of this work is possible by working with
landowners within the watershed area. Acquisition of this parcel would allow for management of the stream bank,
and surrounding land for water quality benefits and wildlife habitat, It will allow for the expansion of the group
camp into the southern part of this parcel.

Adding the land currently outside of the project boundary will improve access to state land from a public highway.
This large parcel provides an excellent opportunity to provide land for public use, including hunting.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 237.75 acres of land for the Stream Bank Protection
Program and approve a project boundary modification to include the 77.75 acres that currently
fall outside of the project boundary.
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

August 23, 2007 FILE REF: F1-2882
Governor Doyle

Scott Hasset

SUBIECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Edward Smith Trust Tract, File # FI-2882,

1.

2

Option Expires December 7, 2007

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Yellowstone River & Canon Crieek Stream Bank Protection Area
Lafayette County

Grantor:

Edward L. Smith Trust
c/o Elaine Carlson
9270 Rust Road
Hilman, MI 49746

Acres: 237.75

Price: $808.000

Appraised Value: $808,000; $625,000*

Interest: Purchase in fee.

Improvements: House, garage and farmstead outbuildings.

Location: The tract is located in northeastern Lafayette County in the Town of Fayette approximately
eight miles northwest of Argyle and 35 miles southwest of Madison.

Land Description: The subject area is rolling to hilly with a series of ridges and valleys.

Water: There are 800 feet of frontage on each bank of an unnamed stream that flows into
Yellowstone Lake,

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage

Wooded Upland 220.33
Cropland 10.42
Building site 7.00
TOTAL 237.75

Zoning: Agriculure

Present Use: Agniculture

Proposed Use: Resource protection and public recreation

Tenure: 17 years

Property Taxes: $1,937

Option Date: August 9, 2007

*Comments: The appraisal reports are more than two years old due to the timing of the family's
decision-making.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department proposes to purchase the 237.75-acre Edward L. Smith Trust property for the Yellowstone
River and Canon Creek Stream Bank Protection Area in northeastern Lafayette County in the Town of
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