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SUBJECT: EASEMENT ACQUISITION AND DONATION — RUSH RIVER STREAMBANK PROTECTION AREA -
PIERCE COUNTY

FOR: SEPTEM‘!ER 2007 BOARD MEETING
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY The Department has obtamed an option to purchase an easement on 10 acres of land from Phillip and Florence Jakes
for $60,000 for the Stream Bank Protection Program in Pierce County. This item is being submitted because the
price exceeds appraised value and due to two donations totaling $4,000.

The easement area is located in east central Pierce County in the Town of El Paso about 10 miles east of Ellsworth.

It is being purchased for the Rush River Stream Bank Protection Area. There are about 3,000 feet of frontage along
the east bank of the Rush River and about 1,500 feet of frontage along parts of the west bank of the Rush River for a
total frontage of 4,500 feet. The total cost of the easement is $60,000. The Department will pay the appraised value
of $56,000 and a donation of $1,000 from the Eau Galle Rush River Sportsman’s Club and a donation of $3,000 from
Twin Cities Chapter of Trout Unlimited will bring the total cost to $60,000. This is the best price that could be
negotiated.

The Rush River Fishery Area project was established in June of 2005 as part of the Stewardship Stream Bank
Protection Program. The project was designed to protect stream bank corridors and secure public access primarily
for trout fishing. The Rush River is currently classified as Exceptional Resource Water (ERW) and a Class I trout
stream. The river is known nationally as one of the top brown trout fisheries in the Midwest and is the most heavily
fished trout stream in Wisconsin. Fish population densities range from 4,000 to 7,500 fish per mile with the highest
number of trout over 12 inches in the state. The Rush River's large size, aesthetic features and proximity to the Twin
Cities metropolitan area has resulted in increased residential development. The loss of public fishing access is
imminent unless buffer strips and access is provided by permanent easements.

Acquisition of the Jakes’ easement is needed to provide public access to the Rush River and to continue creating a
corridor of public fishing and fish management easements to protect water quality and fish habitat.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the acquisition of the 10-acre easement for $60,000. Secondly, that the Board
accept a donation of $4,000 to use toward the cost of this acquisition for the Rush River Stream Bank
Protection Area and that a certificate of appreciation be given to the donors.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [ Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [] Attached
No[X] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required - Yes [] Attached
Ne [] Background Memo Yes [§ Attached
APPROVED: -
/45 §-20-7
icharg Date
Date

%/}’1’/0?—

Date

cc: S. Miller — LF/6
R. Steffes — LF/6
L. Ross — AD/S
M. Staggs — WM/6
S. Humrickhouse — WCR/Eaun Claire




CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:
TO: -

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

August 27, 2007 FILE REF: E-2065

Natural Resources Board

Scott Haﬁm&“‘r- A

SUBJECT: Proposed Strearn Bank Protection Easement on the Jakes Tract, File # E-2065

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Stream Bank Protection Program - Rush River
Pierce County

Grantor:

Phillip and Florence Jakes
W3724 465™ Avenue
Ellsworth, W1 54011

Acres: 10

Price: $60,000*

Appraised Value: $56,000

Interest: Purchase of a Stream Bank Protection Program Easement with public access.

Improvements: None

*Comments; Includes cash donations of $3,000 from Trout Unlimited and $1,000 from Eau Galle Rush
River Sportsman’s Club.

Location: The tract is located in east central Pierce County in the Town of El Paso.
Land Description: The tract is level to gently sloping.

Water: There are 3,034 feet of frontage along the east bank of the Rush River and 1,479 feet of frontage
along parts of the west bank of the Rush River. Total frontage is 4,513 feet.

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage
Lowland woodland 10

Zoning: General Rural

Present Use: Recreational

Proposed Use: Public Recreation and Water Resource Protection
Easement Date: July 16, 2007

Tenure: 52 years

JUSTIFICATION:

The Jakes have agreed to sell a public fishing easement on approximately 10 acres of land in east-central

Pierce County in the Town of El Paso about 10 miles east of Ellsworth which is being purchased for the

Rush River Stream Bank Protection Program. There is 3,034 feet of frontage along the east bank of the

Rush River and 1,479 feet of frontage along parts of the west bank of the Rush River. The total frontage is

4,513 feet. The total cost of the easement is $60,000. The Department will pay the appraised value of

$56,000 and a donation of $1,000 from the Eau Galle Rush River Sportsman’s Club and a donation of

$3,000 from Twin Cities Chapter of Trout Unlimited will bring the total cost to $60,000. This frontage

will provide the public opportunities for fishing, hiking, and wildlife observation. Additionally, the

casement will allow for fishery habitat and stream bank improvement along its length. é

The Rush River Fishery Area project was established in June of 2005 as part of the Stewardship Stream n;cm:in
Bank Protection Program. The project was designed to protect stream bank corridors and secure public Faper
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access primarily for trout fishing. The Rush River is currently classified as Exceptional Resource

Water (ERW) and a Class II trout stream. The river is known nationally as one of the top brown trout
fisheries in the Midwest and is the most heavily fished trout stream in Wisconsin. Fish population densities
range from 4,000 to 7,500 fish per mile with the highest number of trout over 12 inches in the state. The
Rush River's large size, aesthetic features and proximity to the Twin Cities metropolitan area has resulted in
rapid residential development. The loss of public fish access and fragmentation of riparian lands is
imminent unless buffer strips and access 1s provided.

Acquisition of the Jakes’ easement is recommended to provide for public access to the Rush River and to
continue creating a corridor of public fishing and fish management easements to protect water quality and to
improve habitat.

3 FINANCING:

State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:

Funds atlotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
$2,000,000 $1,435,804
4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STREAM BANK EASEMENT PROGRAM:

Established: 1991
Acres Purchased to Date: 1,652.43 Acres
Acquisition Goal: 7,726.40 Acres

Percent Complete: 21.2%
Cost to Date: $2,003,846.12

5. APPRAISAL:

Appraiser: Thomas Olson (Private Appraiser)

Valuation Date: April 17, 2007

Appraised Value: $56,000

Highest and Best Use: Rural residential site and recreational land
Allocation of Values:

Before Value:  $560,000
After Value: 504,000
Equals: 3 56,000

Appraisal Review: Ron Olson, May 29, 2007

RECOMMENDED:
R (i o207
Richard E. Steffes Date
8/at/o3
Date

APPROVED:

urie Ostermmdorf

Da
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Due to copyright laws, this page is not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@wisconsin.gov
for a hard copy of this document.
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The DNR Managed Lands represent tha boundarias of lands managed by the
‘Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources The Wiaconsin DNR

thass lands through ownership, sasement or lease rights. This data set is &
spatial represerniation of the Oricle Land Racords System maintained by the
ONR, Bureau of Faciitios and Lands {LF}, and may includd errors andior
amissions. The data should not be interprated s a legal represantation

of legal cwnership boundasies.
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1 tha public for hunting andior general public access. Some lands
reprasartied inthis data set may not be open to the general public, or may
have spacific imitations or restrictions on public use. This data set is

not intended for usa as & land managemaent toal; 1 s & listing of all DNR
seal axtain transactions that have occurved on thess lands over time.
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its September 2007 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of $1,000 from the

EAU GALLE RUSH RIVER
SPORTSMAN’S CLUB

The donation will be used toward the purchase of an easement on 10 acres of
land for the Rush River Stream Bank Protection Area in Pierce County. It is
significant that organizations like yours are interested in helping protect
Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on

behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR



Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its September 2007 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of $3,000 from the

TWIN CITIES CHAPTER OF
TROUT UNLIMITED

The donation will be used toward the purchase of an easement on 10 acres of
land for the Rush River Stream Bank Protection Area in Pierce County. It is
significant that organizations like yours are interested in helping protect
Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the officiai records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on
behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Christine L. Thomas, CHAIR



